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LXXXVIt. An Explication of all the In- 
Jcriptions in the Palmyrene Language and 
CharaBer hitherto publijh'd. In jive Let¬ 
ters front the Reverend Mr. John Swinton, 
M- A\ of Chrift-Church, Oxford, and 
K R- S. to the Reverend Thomas Birch,. 
D. D. Secret . R. S. 

LETTER L 

S I R, Chrift-Church, Oxford, May 30,1754. 

Read June 20, r^Everat copies of die Ruins of Pal- 
1754 (3 uiyra reached Oxford, towards the 

clofe of December 175-3 ; ont which was pur- 
chafed by the Reverend Mr. Godwyn, Fellow ©f Bal- 
liol College, a gentleman of great learning, and an 
eminent tutor of that houfe. At his invitation, I 
looked over with him the finifhed plates, exhibiting 
to our view thofe noble remains of antiquityj which 
gave both* of us infinite pleafure and delight j though 
we then only caft our eyes upon the infcriptions, and 
particularly thofe that are the fubjeft of this letter, 
ki a curfory manner. 

In the beginning of January 1754, Mr. Godwyn 
informed me, that he had difcovered feveral letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet^ by the help of the Greek 
infcriptions correfponding with fome of thofe drawn- 
in the Palmyrene chara&er j and that he could even 
decipher a few words in feveral of the latter infcrip¬ 
tions. At the fame time, he defired me to apply my- 
felf to the interpretation of thofe infcriptions, and the 

difcovery 
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!N V M.I . Ta/ien from ronts L'Antiq.Expliq pL CLXXIX .Tom. It . 

ATAlBCUACOKAIXlAAAXBHAConATPCDOlCeCOfC 
K A 1 T 0 CI r NON APf YPOYNC YNnANTIK.OZUOJANCeHKC’ 


TAT PH AIGAU 3 P 0 CAN T lOXO'YAAPfANOCTTAAHY PHNOCCWJJN l XUJONY nCP 

CCDTHPIACAYIOTKAlKYBlOTKAinCKNUNCTOTCZ M WNOCIKPItlOY 

t J'Y JYJpJ -r S 1 !<ar^U-AJ 


NVM.n. Ta/ien feen^Yfe/arids Palaeft .Illuft. Tom.II.^o<2^. 526. N. /. 

v Cb Y^Jb 

Qf t3 b 1 '\ X X t>iX 

Trom a ??]/'• oft/ie 7td. 7?I T MCdAktsj^anr, rr/w copued it/ionif/ie Stone in ffig /. 

All MfTlCTC^ KCPAPN \CU yn€P CO/THPIAC TPA -AAPIANOY 
C€BTOYKVPIOV ArAeANT^AOCABlAHNOC TMC ACKATIOACOC 
THN KAMAPAN <z»KO^OMHC 6 N kAI THN KAINH-- €H |AWx;N 
AN€OHKCN 6 TOYCEMY JMHNOC AasOY . 


NVM. Iff. TaAenjfwmTyiela/nd'j Palaeft.Illuft .Tom.H .pap. 320. N. 2 * 

^•oj- 70 G J^T-O 

< ^K.\Xo'oqV , t»t 




Trom Spon’s Mifcell.eruciit. antiq.^#^. j. N. 2 . 
SOLI SANCT1SSIMO. SaCRVM 
TI. CLAVD1VS FELIY ET 
CLAVDIA HELP1S ET 
TI CUAVDIVS ALYPVS FlL. EORVM 
votvm solvervntubea/smerito 

CALB 1 ENSES DE COK.IV 1 . 


J. Mpruttjcidp 
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Philos. Trans. Vo l . XLVIE .TAB .XXIX. PromMr. Ttan/hns'sH .Jj/an of' t>RE e k Inscriptions . 


tfliTTon OYKHNAP/ON 

lOYA/OCAYTH 0 JSAAOC •• * 

AO YTOY HTO C /'C A AM 17POT A 

THCKOAUNUAC' ONtA YTOY (f/AQAt 
TLIjULHLbNLKtN tTOYL - ' MHNtt 
AntMAlU) 


XXIV 

cenr-YA/oA/TONnoA •• r//A/ 
/M7 • XTHTHNHPOAIC 


XX 

.. OAHMOC 

AAAAHNTQNKAtA TPinnAN 
/APAlOYTQYPAAtO YTPAMMA 
TEATt NO MG N ONTO At YT6 
PONen/AHAA• • 0 6OYAAPt 
AAtOYA AA/M MAHAPACXO 
TAZ€A/OlCT€KAinOA C/TA - 


XXI 

HBOYAHKA/6A HMOCB A PttXUN 
AMPlCrMCOYTOYIAP/8 (JAEO YC 
KA! M 0 K t M O NY t O N AYTOYIY6CBU C 

PAKftA 0tlATPtAACTEiALHCXAPtN 


XXII 

MAA/K 0 N NbCATOY KlOAA’ATOYtrUKAAO 
YMtNOYA CA LOY tyY AH CXO AAA PHNOJN/7 A A 
MYPHNUN OAHAAOCtYNO/AC (.NtKA 


XXV 

/OYA/OC/OYA/A NO it YttB HCKAHj/A 0/7 A TP i C 
KAlTiTUMHAAENOiYnOTlJNdUCiJTATLJNA • 

T OK P ATOP CO NTETA PTHC • TP A TV A C CHAP* 

Ce/AHC: • .... APtACTUAAHC 

• ‘LKtN &TOYC * • • • • ........ ...... . 


XXVI 

TOAAN/fM lONTOYTAtpeuNOCEK TlClNtZI AUON 
ten tiaaiocoaaina oocqaam/ipota toccyn 

KA H T/KQ CAtPANOYO YABAAA A&OYTO YNA CiJPOY 
AYTUtreKAIY/O/CAYTOYKA/Y/QJNOlCe/CTOnAN 
T LA 6CA fUNfONT 6/JU.HN 


XXIII 

ret/AAT/ON OYtAAHtON 
nPttCK ONMAKPUNONTON 

apnonka/a ikaioniuthpa 

MANN0C0KA7M 6ZA N B AN- 
OA/UIH TONCYtPreTHN 


XXVII 

RESOR.B/SSPIETPAOPA&A TORESGENE/USHYMAN! DDNNDtOCLE IT AN VS 

SUMPtM PPETCONSTANTtVSETM AY/M IAPYSNOBIS£AES.CASTPAfEL/CtTEPCOND/DENNT 

SaSS/APOHIEROCL/TE V.PAAES.PROV/NUAEONMO.EORVM . 

J/. Mtjttife . 






Philos. Trans. Vol.X LVUL. TAB .XXVI. 
IX 

H BOYAHKAIO&HMO.C 
/OYAIONA Y PH AI Oh! IHNO 0 /ON 
T0NKA/ZAI3AIAANAICMAA 
X OYTOYNA CCOY MOYCTPAT H 
THCA NT A (NtP/AHM/A 0(0 Y 
AACZANAPOYKA/Y IlH PC TH 
CANT A HA POY C/A A/HNCK t / 
POYTfAAtO Y/CPtCn t/NOY TOY 
HTHCAMCNOYKA/ TAKCH/AH 
MHCACA/C 0 YH-/AAA T/O/C/NA 
rOPANOMHCAN TA Tt KA/OYKOA/ 

■ (siNAJ/t/AH CANTAYPH/U ATUJN 
KAIKAAOiCHO AC/TC YCAM (NON 
UCA/ATA YTAMAPTY PH6HNAI 
YnoetOY/AP/OOA OY KA/Y/IO/OY 

A/OY TOYtz.OY.UTA 

TOY(flAPXOY TOY/(POYnPAITu) 
P/0 YKA / THCHATP/A OCTON<p/AO 
HATPIN Tt/MHCAAP/N(TOYCANq> 


P-*0t- 


Prom Mr. Dawkins's 1 . plate of G R.EK K Tnjeripuons . 

XI 

C €/7 T/JU/ONA /PA NHNO 
A A IN A 90 YT ONAAjUH P 0 
TATONCYNKAHT/KON 


Cl 

AYPHAl 
QAOPOY 
THCAtr 
nATPUJN- 


NUN 
PH At 
CTPAT/U 
KHCTON 
■ (IMHCKAKYXA 


P/CT/ACAA PIN (TOYCTzp 


XII 


KON 

AY 

CTPAT 
PH ON 
AMCN 
BOYAHA 


OYAION 
ItAtY 
C (CIA A 
(PC 

MAPTY 
Tt/M.H( 
PATKTH 
Ad Y PI AC 


TC/AdHCtN CK(N (TOY C 
Jf<fYntpaept.TAt(jL} 


lOYAIONAYPHAIONieiitlAAN 
JlOK/UOYTOYXeat/AOY 
ACBlOPO YffAlAAO/CYNAYTlo 
KATeAOONTtCOCOAOrca 
A A A 6 NPOPO/ANCC THCA NAPC 
CANTAAYTO/C Tt/JJLHt YAP IN 
EANAIKCJTOYHNpCTOYC 


XIII 

HBOYA OYA/ON 

AYPHA/O A0ON 

MAAH PXPJUnOPON 

ANAKOM/C (Y NO A/AN 

HPO/KACZ IA/CPN Tt/MHC XAPIN 

C TO YC 9 ^ (p J.Myru/efcatyi. 



f 6 # t- 


I* bites . lYatts . Vol. XI7VIII. TAB .XXTV3H. JFromMr . Dawkins 'sTOLfkitc of G RE E K JttfcrifWms, 
XIV 


• Y ntAIO SO YOPWANN 
/nniKONKA t a OYAt YThN 
n-A A M YPHNONGHAA 
KABOC APCATO N <f! 

.... ilAi.SCY.APIN 

eroded? 


XV 

ccnr/jz 

TONKPA 

no seen 

NAPIONKAl 

fOYAIOCAYP 

ny/jiocjn 

K A A/S AC COY 


H 

,HN 

OCU 

A 1 AAU) 

OKPATt 


C TO CTOS qnAONKA/npOCT 
AT HN Til UHCtN^KCN 
CTOYLZO g>JUHN6/}ANAIKOJ 


XVI 

ccrrr oyopwahn 

TONKPA TICTONtniTPO 
nONCCRACTOYAOYKH 
NAP/ONKAIAPTA /767WV 

lOYAlOCAYPHAIOC 

ctnrux/oc/AA hc in 
niKOCCCfJT/jUIO YAAC 
'zANAPOYTOYHPCJAOY 
AH OCT PAT IUJN TON (pi 
AONKAinPOCTATHN 
TCI JO HC C NCKCNCTOYC 
HOpMMNtIJANAIKO 


XVII 


CCmijUIONOYOPUAHN 
TONKPA TICTONtniTPO 
nON CtBACTO Y AO YKH 


NAPlONKAIAPTAnCTHN 
/OYAIOCAYPHAIOCCAAMHC 
KACOANOYTOY' • ■ CNAIOY 
mnt YC PUM AlUNTONQIAON 


KA/nPOCTATHNC TOYCHOf 


MHNCIJANAlKU 


xvm 


HBOY +MOC 

(Cmu TONKPA 

T/CTONC CBACTOY 

AOYKHN COAOTHN 

THCMH AICIACKAIA 

NAKOMIC CCYNOAIAC 

tilAICJNKAIMAPTYPHOCNTA 
YPO T CONAPX CMI7 OPUNKAI 
AAMPPldCCTPATHTHCANTAKAl 
ATOPANOMHCANTA THCAYTHC 
MffTPQKOACJNCIACKAinACICTA 
OIKOeCNANAACJCANTAKA/APCCAN 
TA THTCA YTH8 0 YAHKAITUAHJLLU) 
KAI NY Nil A AM.n PCjCCYJCn OC! AP 
YONTUNTOY AIOCBHAOYl€r 
•UN TCIJUSCCNCKCN 


JAN 

J^Myndefettfyt' . 



Thilos. Trans ■ Vol. XL"VJJ1.TAB .XXVI. From Mr. Dam kin s's I. late qf GREEK Infcryitions • 

I 

MNHMiiONkUDNlONH PACCJKOAOMHUM/AMMXOC/WOKt/MOYTOYKAi 
TOYAAAAIXOYUCAY TONKA/Y/OYCKA/CTTONOYCETOYCA?TAAHA 


V 

fi/eCHAAATOY/VeC- 


TOMNHN\EIONEKTI CANEAABHA OCM 
ANNA/OCCOAAI tlCMAAIXOCOY ABAA 
AA&OY TOY MANNA lOYTOYPAABHAOYAYT 
OfC KAIYI OICETOYC aJy/A HNO C £ ANAIKOY 


NC CHAAA TO YNE CH TO YAAA ' 
TOYAPKCeOYCYNOA/APYHt 

T ECM tTA 'TOYEMPOPOl Al 
OAATACIAAOC T6JM HC KA / 
ENCKCN tTOYCTNY M HNO 


III 

HfiOYAHKAlOAHMOCAAlAAAM 6 /NAnANOY 
TOYMOK/MOY TOY A/PAN OYTOYAAA 96 AKAI 
AlPANHNTON PAT 6 PAAYT 0 Y 6 YC€fiEICKAI 
< plAOnATP/AA CKAinANT/TPOTJCU- 
C/MCOCAPe(ANTAC THHATPIAIKM 
TOKnATPioicecoic teimhcyapin 
e TOYCN YMHNOCs ANAIKOY 


TV 


VI 

AI/YYt CTCJMCr/CTCJKAb 
TOY AI PA WOYTOYMOK/MO) 

A/PEoe/ CEcpKACnUrHCY) 
62 lAlOONANCQHKtNETOY 

Vll 

AAA P6 6 IN A A 6IANAP0Y T 1 
KAPAAHTOYOY APAAAAQQ 
TOYCYM^MOYCOPAIYOCAI 
ANHPAYTH CMNHMHCEN 
MHNei&YC TPOJTOY hY(T< 


H/30YAH 

AOAAe/NAIPANOYTOYCABATOY 
NOYT OY BOON N€OYC€ PANT El * 
N ~NA YTH6/7IA OC/NA IONIAN 

IQYUANKAI - Ah 9E ATA 
AAXI3//A0IKA/’C*H0AMC/0CK ■ 

1,A Tt/nATPUOKOeOK TE/MHCKAI 
•NHMtlCAA?INi TOYCANYR- 7 O 


VIII 

AIIYYICTWKAI • 
TTHKOCOHOYAYP- 

ntittatpocokai 

AMEITO YZHNOfc! 
OYTOYAKOTTAOY' 
t YI AMP NO CAN 6 
QHKtNCTQ YCAM(j) 
AYAYNAIOY KA 



'/IS . 




r OYKAIAKKAASlC0Y 
TAAHN! JAA/AIKCO 


vec . 

YAAATOYP£<peAOY 

apyhnouynama&an 

)PO/A/ 70 (pOPAeOYK£ 

HCKAieYAAPICTeiAC 

a\hnoc?ana- ■ ■ * 
t 

'CJKAienHKObJBCJAANOCZeNOBlOY 
KtMOYT 0YMAQ9A 6/1 tM pAHTH C 
”H c y not a Pt_Bu>AOYT 0 Y y eeo YTom cj' 
fpTOYCAOYM HA/OP Yn tPlb 6 P6TA10YK 


POYTOY 

*\AA90Y 

10CA1PAN0Y 

HceweKtA/ 

hYeroYc 


J, fail/i • 



Pb l/os ■ Trans. Vo/. XT AH I .TAB.XXV. From Mr. Tamkins'i 


XL 

pp A ?Pl'^7 c U-( 'Jib? 

'jxjxixjxt yfj 


Xtixiiypi y9 jp Xjxpuirtx 
p h y x 2 xp h px <i xpp x 


xm 

xixt-bXj <; >-j [i t, \jvxpf9y bxn by A vj’S' 
p$-> : *'iu z * x x +p{9y ad \ y?tY 
*//y 33 //// pj & ^ u *jpy 3 a _7 x 


p/aTe. of PAL MY RUNE Infcrtpttons . 

vm/tf. 

X 3 ? 63 KJ? 6 y 6 XPj'Xl'Uy? >PJ 63 P 
P ’b3>V) ’Jfj XK6y JLl K r Ut'l!>P>'l 
pn.jv 3x K"t } y?>p) 63t)'0'bxT,x 


IX/ 7 . 

?<3T b 3X J? ? 6 J b 3J~z>\'l'ny?'J~j63y 
'P3 'poAPH 6 yj x Y* ? X Y$J3 X 
’J' pj x-j x jy yt> >b\zn 


3 C,g. 

X3163X P Sp6XP x?x? 7> P)6 3!1 
X?P>:' 3 P)'P>H>XXZJWl 
x 3 'nzzvt>xj xxy'. Jjy >t>?x y^ r 
xnpi XXI 

* ? & 3 ~ J x ^-y ////-P 333 -P yp jt> 


J\ XMiynde /~ca/fv. 
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difcovery of die Palmyrene alphabet* This, T told 
him, I could not then do; being engaged in a work 
of another nature, which I ms obliged to difpatch 
with all the expedition poffible. However, I affined 
him, that I would fpend now-and-then an hour or 
two upon thofe infcriptions, when tired with working, 
and try what I could make of them. Having therefore 
borrowed a copy of the Ruins of Palmyra, on Sa¬ 
turday, January 12,1754, I began, about five o’clock 
in the afternoon, to compare the 16th, 17th, and 19th 
Greek infcriptions with the 8th, 9th, and 1 oth Palmy¬ 
rene, with all the attention I was capable of; and, in 
lefs than two hours time, did not only find out twenty 
letters of the Palmyrene alphabet,but likewife could in¬ 
terpret, to my own fatisfadtion, the three laft-mention- 
ed infcriptions. Between feven and eight o' clock, Mr. 
Godwyn fent me feveral words belonging to fbme of 
the other infcriptions, in the Hebrew character, the 
fignifieations of which he had, as he apprehended, 
diicovered, and the powers of eighteen different Pal¬ 
myrene letters, as they appeared to him, in order to 
facilitate my inquiries, ’ Tis worthy obferyation, that 
he affigned all thefe letters the fame powers and 
places in the alphabet I had done; which con¬ 
firmed me in my opinion, that I could not be very 
remote from truth. The form of the element Koph 
appeared to me at firft to reprefent Hheth j but the 
word Opt AKIM, POSVIT, EREXIT, &c. foon 
afterwards gave me fufficiently to underftand, that I 
was miftaken. We likewife both found, that this 
character fometimes occupied the place of Meta ; 
though fcarce the leaft affinity is to be obferved be¬ 
tween the forms of Koph and Mem, either in the 
Phoenician or the Chaldee alphabet. 

4 S 2 


The 
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The unexpected fuccefs, I had met with, excited 
me afterwards to examine the letters and words of 
feveral other Palmyrene infcriptions, even fome of 
thofe, which had no Greek ones to anfwer them. The 
latter however, for fome time, not a little embar- 
raffed mej as I found the fpirit and genius of them 
very different from thofe of the others ; though, with 
pleafure, I obferved, that in the moft eflential points 
the three completed of them agreed. But, notwiths¬ 
tanding this, before the clofe of Thurfday, Ja>- 
nuary 17, 1754, I had difcovered twenty-one letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet j and could, as I imagined, 
tranflate into Latin and Englifh feven of the thirteen 
infcriptions drawn in the Palmyrene character, 
three of which had no correfpondent Greek infcrip¬ 
tions. In fine, before the end of February 1754, I 
thought myfelf able to explain all the thirteen in¬ 
fcriptions, except the twelfth, which had feveral 
of its letters defaced; though I footi found out 
the date it bore, which indeed was vifible enough, as 
well as perceived the true turn and nature of it. I 
likewife had made myfelf fully acquainted with the 
forms and powers of all the Palmyrene letters, except 
thofe of Tzade ; which, if I am not greatly miftaken, 
1 have fince certainly difcovered. To the preced¬ 
ing fhort account of the gradual progrefs made in the 
fuppofed interpretation of thefe infcriptions; from 
Ae beginning to the end of it, I fhall beg leave to fub- 
join here the Palmyrene alphabet, with fome ligatures 
of die letters. After which will follow a Latin and 
Englifh verfion of fix Palmyrene infcriptions, not a 
little illuftrated by the Greek ones anfwering to them; 
and of four of thofe, that have no correfpondent Greek 
infcriptions. To which I fhall add a few curfory re¬ 
marks. 
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marks, and the particular days on which the expli¬ 
cations of the infcriptions were fuppofed to have 
been hit upon; that the true dates of thefe explica¬ 
tions (if fuch the learned gentlemen of the Royal 
Society Ihould allow them to be), may, with the u£- 
moft precision, be afcertained. 

r J7i^ PAX. MYREN E Al/tAaAct cxrm/tared untA t/ie HEBREW. 


Palmyr. 

Hebr. 

Lamed 

Palmyr. Hebr. 

ifhVJ yy ~.i 5 

lift/, JJJU . 

...to 

Me?ris 

JMJIfoJiKj'l- 

-too 

Gi/rieZ £'{~( - 

J 

Nun 

bbJ *? . 


DaZctk \W V< X. 

... *7 

S&metiks v7 ^ fcJi-7-- 

..to 

JI& XXX _ 

...n 

jijvn- 

yy^yyy.... 

.S> 

Vuu 

Pe 

3 3V}. 

-*i 

ZoZ/l /_. 

r 

7zad& 

v.. 

.r? 

J SIMM l 

Teih 6 ...fc> 

Ifofik' 

HefcL 

jyJ-i . 

P 

...'i 

Jutl . 

-.-S 

Sc/un 

Sin 

^ . 

f# 

{b> 

Gph, . 

—sn 

Than- 

J'JfJ’J'N'J?.. 

„n 


IlGATVit ES of the Pauviykeiste Zetters. 

5)0.3^ TjSlttJiAd Vi 

mx/ 'in.xn 

Inlcriptioti 
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Infcription VIII. 

See 'Plate xxv, Number vm. 

mym mmp qtwsp 

op# aaarttfl KJipfl 

Oipsn NT DVDE3BD D» i ?TN 

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS I AD A HIP- 
PICVS :::::: m 

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IADAHIPPICVS :::: 
PLACED SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCEL¬ 
LENT PROCVRATQR DVCENARIUS AND ARGA- 
PETA, here. 

January 142 th, 175+. 


Infcription IX. 

See Plate xxv, Number ix. 

OB1E3N DWDDlp *lTft DVCD3D 

D’^v a»pN nb:mtnt aropn 

::: :T3 NPD|7 73 NoW : 'blO* 

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA FILIVS CASSI- 
ANI FILII :::::::: 


IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA, THE SON OF CASSI- 
jANVS, THE SON ::::::: PLACED SEPTIMIVS VO¬ 
RODES, THE MOST- EXCELLENT PROCVRATOR 
DVCENARIVS AND ARGAPETA, here. 

January i 2th, 1754. 


2 


Infcription 
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Jnfcription X. 

See Tlate xxv, Number x. 

xsrma cmnp im rasa 
s*ip^ cyp» n swpn 
antnw na ba»aa d>W wi» 
namV i«9j? n arraua 
mo urj m? 

SEPTIMlVS VORODES EXCELLENTISSIMVS PRO- 
CVRATOR DVCENARIVS QVEM POSVIT AMICI- 
T 1 JE NOMINE IVLIVS AVRELIVS NABIBAL FILIVS 
SAODOIDj® (vel SAODVTI) DVCTOR EXERCITUS 
COLONIC HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLXXIV MENSE 
APELLiEO. 

SEPTIMlVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT 
PROCVRATOR DVCENARIVS, WHOM IVLIVS AV¬ 
RELIVS NABIBAL, THE SON OF SAODVTVS, GE¬ 
NERAL OF THE COLONY’S FORCES, ON ACCOVNT 
OF FRIENDSHIP, PLACED here, IN ORDER TO DO 
HIM HQNOVR, IN THE YEAR. DLXXIV, and THE 
MONTH APELL/EVS. 

January uth, 1754% 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions.. 

I. They feem to have appertained originally, tho’ 
probably all of them were infcribed either on pillars 
or pedeftals, to three ftatues of SEPTIMLVS VO¬ 
RODES, and to have applied to thofe ftatues the 
name of the perfon they reprefented. This is fo 
clear from the ftile of the infcriptions themfelves, 
that I lhall infill no farther upon it here. 


2.. The 
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2. The two firft of them are impeded, the latter 
part'of both having been apparently defaced. 

3. The word NABIBAL, which is undoubtedly 
the true reading, as I have reftored it here, that has 
been partly deformed and partly effaced by time, or 
elfe not exadly taken, in the third line of the tenth 
infcription, may be recovered by the afliftance of 
the Greek one anfwering to it. 

4. I have taken the liberty to liippofe the letter 
wanting in the beginning of the laft word in the fourth 
line of that infcription to be Lamed ; which fuppo- 
fition die oriental critics will perhaps allow to be 
not very remote from truth. For, dOrY?, may either 
be exprefled in Latin AMICITL® NOMINE, PRO 
AMICITIA, or (as Lamed> according to Schindler, 
Lex. Pent. p. 914, is fometimes an article of the 
accufative cafe) AMICVM SVVM * any of which 
expreffions will come near enough to TON EAT- 
TQT 4 »IAON, in the correfpondent Greek one, and be 
perfectly confonant to the tenor of both infcriptions. 

f. The dialed, in which thefe Palmyrene infcrip¬ 
tions are written, is moft certainly the Syriac. This 
is rendered inconteftable by the words O’pM. SUR- 
GERE FECIT, POSUIT, EREXIT, STATUITj 

-a, filius; honoris CAUSA; dam 

or KDiTt?. PRO AMICITIA; which manifeftly be¬ 
long to that dialed. 

6. But, notwithftanding this, feveral of the words 
they exhibit, fuch as KPAT1CTGC, EOITPOnA, 
ACTPATHrA, DVCENARA, and COLONIA, 
are indifputably of Greek and Latin extradion. 

7. In the third line of the tenth infcription, the word 
AVRELIVS wants the letter R; and in the fourth, the 
word ACTPATHrA the letter T. That this is an un¬ 
doubted 
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doubted truth, we may fairly infer from the third line 
of the eighth infcription, and the fecond of the 
fourth; where both thefe words drawn out at length, 
after the oriental manner, evidently occur. 

8. The true reading of the word APPAnETHN, 
in the fixteenth and feventeenth Greek infcriptions, 
which neither Dr. Halley, Dr. Bernard, Dr. Smith, 
nor Mr. Seller could afcertain, is clearly difcovered 
by the word ( a ) A RG ABET A, in the fecondline of 
the eighth, as well as of the ninth, Palmyrene infcrip¬ 
tion ; both of which are here exhibited to our view. 

9. The tenth infcription, the lateft of thofe whofe 
dates have been prefer ved, did not precede the 574th 
year of the sera of Seleucus, nearly coincident with 
the 263d of Christ ; having been drawn out in 
the month Apellceus y or December , that year. This 
therefore will fix the date, that the correfpondent 
Greek infcription originally bore; and confequently 
render that infcription fomething more complete, than 
it was before. 

10. It appears from thefe infcriptions, that the let¬ 
ter Vau was fometimes pronounced by the Palmy¬ 
renes, in the third century after Christ, like O, and 
at other times like OV or V; as alfo that they fome- 

(a) It feems to appear from the word AprABIA, which in Leo 
denotes a fort of hamper , ufed by the cavalry chiefly for the carriage 
of water, that API AflETHC, APrABETHC, or ARGABETA, 
fignified an officer at Tadmor, whofe province it was to fupply the 
troops with water, in order to fupport them in their march over 
the vaft defarts furrounding that place. Nor can it be doubted, but 
fuch an officer muft have been extremely ncceflary in a city diftin • 
guifhed from all others by fo remarkable a fituation. 

Vid. Leonis Imperat. Tadic. Cap. xiii. S. n. Filip. Pigafetta, 
in annotat. ad Leon. ibid. Mauric. Lib. vii. p. 143. Upfaliae, 1664. 
Vid. etiam Carol. Du Frefn. GloJJar. ad Scriptor. med. & infim. 
Grtecitat. in voc. APT ABIA. 

4 T 
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times affigned to their Beth the power of the Greek 
Pi: of which other examples will likewife here¬ 
after he produced. 


Infcription I. 

See Plate xxiv, Number j. 

nor *pa^> n-to 

•UN > 

“)3 t : : 

NP’ajI 
natj m*3 
n java 
id-j m ? 

NOMINI BENEDICTO TIMOR IN SECVLVM IVL. 
AVR. PRO PATRE NOSTRO (vel PRO PATRE) QVI 
£T FILIVS AILAC (AILI vel ALLI) ZENOBII ACOB^EI 
(ACOBENSIS vel ACABENSIS) dedicavit MENSIS TEBETH 
DIE IV ANNO DXUV. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME BE FEAR FOR EVER: 
IVL. AVR. dedicated this ON OVR (or HIS) FATHER’S 
ACCOVNT, WHO WAS THE SON OF AILA ZE- 
NOBIVS OF ACOBA, (or ACABA) THE FOVRTH 
DAY OF THE MONTH TEBETH, IN THE YEAR 
DXLIV, 

January 15th, 1754. 


Infcription II. 

See Plate xxiv, Number n. 

acmi staa mbyb m 
by Gfob'n na ^anar na V* np jrno 
nrn trra min mm »nvr» 
aTj rm 

NOMINI 
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NOMmi BENEDICTO IN SECVLYM BONO ET 
MISERICORDI TIMOR COR. tVL. FILIVS ZABDI- 
BOLI FILM MILCOMI OB SVAM ET FRAT&IS EIVS 
SALVTEM dedkavit MENSE TISRI ANNO DXXXIII. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME, FOR EVER GOOD AND 
MERCIFVL, BE FEAR: COR. IVL. THE SON OF 
ZABDIBOL, THE SON OF MILCOM, dedicated this 
FOR HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, AND THAT OF 
HIS BROTHER, IN THE MONTH TISRI, and THE 
YEAR DXXXIII. 

Januaiy 17 th, 1754. 

Infcription XIII. 

See Plate xx.v. Number xiu. 

*13 MW 13 pfor 13 F ixhk Tt>V “J 13 > 
masNYn wii jo- 13 >w»r? 
f! ton w [D’3 n^3 n ::: : 

NOMINI BENEDICTO IN SECVLVM timor PA- 
RAVIT SALMON FILIVS NAS.® FiLII HIZ® (vd 

chitz®) vtjqve propter svam et libero- 

RVM EIVS SALVTEM ;:::;: MENSE NISAN ANNO 

ccccxlvh. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME FOR EVER be fear: 
SALMON THE SON OF NASA, THE SON OF HIZA, 
(or CHITZA) PREPARED (or DEDICATED) this ON 
ACCOVNT OF HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, 
AND THAT OF HIS CHILDREN, IN THE MONTH 
NISAN, and THE YEAR CCCCXLVII. 

January 17th, 1754. 

Remarks on fhefe I nferiptions. 

1. The ftones that exhibit them feem to have 
belonged to altars dedicated to Jupiter 3 the chief of 

4T i the 
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the gods, or rather to the Supreme Deity, either in 
confequence of vows formerly made, on account of 
recoveries from dangerous fits of ficknefs* or for the 
future health, fafety, and prefervation of the perform 
therein mentioned. This fufficiently appears, not only 
from the Greek infcription, which in fome meafure 
exprefles the fenfe of the fii ft of them, but likewife 
from the tenor of them all. Nor can any thing 
be more clear and explicit, than the terms of which 
they are compofed. 

2. The aforefaid Greek infcription only informs 
us, that JVLIVS AVREL 1 VS, therein alfo mentioned, 
dedicated an altar, on his father’s account, after he had 
prayed to the deity, for whom that altar was defigned. 
But the Palmyrene one anfwering to it has preferved 
the very form of this fhort prayer, or ejaculation; 
which pretty nearly correfponds with that ufed by 
the prophet Daniel, in chap. ii. ver. 20. as well as a 
very noted one of the Rabbins. Nor is it altogether 
remote from a (a) fcriptural exprefiion, that now and 
then occurs. Nay, that the antient Syrians, or rather 
the Syrian Jews, applied the word T\W, NAME, 
to GOD, or the Supreme Being, we learn from fome 
(b) good authors. This opens a large field for re¬ 
flections, and. fuggefts to us feveral remarkable par¬ 
ticulars relating to the religion, or rather religions, 
that prevailed at Tadmor, about the middle of the 
third century. 

3. Tfhofe particulars are likewife very clearly 
pointed out to us by the fecond Palmyrene infcrip¬ 
tion, which contains a fort of fhort prayer, or eja- 


(1 a) VaL Schind. Lex, Pentaglot . p. 247—250,1886, &c. 

(B) Edtn. Cartel. Lex. Hept. p.3772* 

culation. 
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culation, not unlike one in the beginning of the 
(a) Liturgy of the Syrian 'Jacobite Chrijiians, a La¬ 
tin verfion of which has been published by M. Re- 
naudot. The thirteenth Palmyrene infcription gives 
us to underftand, that the fame religion, or religions, 
had been introduced at Tadmor, loon after the be¬ 
ginning of the fecond century. 

4. As a fimilar (b) infcription ftill remains, or 
was very lately to be feen, near the well, or current 
of hot fulphureous waters, which undoubtedly con- 
ftituted in antient times one of the hot fulphureous 
baths of Tadmor, it feems not improbable, that the 
waters of thofe baths were medicinal j and that by 
bathing themfelves therein, or drinking them, the 
Palmyrenes were frequently cured of various diftem- 
pers and indifpofitions. This, 1 fay, appears at leaft 
not improbable, from the matter and fituation of 
that infcription, in conjunction with thofe which I 
have here endeavoured to explain, and which had 
in all likelihood at firft either the fame or a fimilar 
fituation. So that thefe inferiptions, every thing con- 
fidered, may be deemed mutually to fupport and 
illuftrate one another. 

f. From the word LABVNA, P RO PA- 

TRE NOSTRO, in the third line of th e firft in¬ 
fcription, we may infer, that the fecond letter Aleph 
was either inadvertently omitted by the inferiber, or 
virtually contained in the firft letter Lamed , or Lo~ 
mad. For LABVNA muft be rendered into Latin 
PRO PATRE NOSTRO, or fimply PRO PA- 

a) Eufeb. Renaud. Liturgiar. Oriental. Colleil. Tom, ii. p. 2« 
Parifiis, 1716. 

(b) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren y p. 4. Pbtlofopb. 
Tranfaff. Vol. xix, N. 217, p. 109. 

J y TREj 
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TRE } the Syrians (a) and Arabs fometimes apply¬ 
ing it in that fenfe as a title, or mark of diftindtion, 
to the Jacobite patriarchs, and probably others, as 
we learn from Al Makin. Nay, it Iqems as natural 
to fuppofe, that the Syrians ufed the word ABVNA 
promifcuoufly for OVR FATHER, and FATHER $ 
as that ABA, or ABBA, ffiould have been admitted by 
them in two fimilar fignifications. Nor can the words 
ANTI IIATPOS, in the correfpondent Greek inferip- 
tion, poffibly anfwer to any other word, in that I am 
confidering, than LABVNA. This will fuggeft to 
tts one or two curious obfervations, which I have 
not time at prefent fo much as to touch upon. 

6. The Syriac ZENOBIA, is expreffed 

by the Greek ZHNOEIOT; and consequently mull 
be looked upon as a mafeuline proper name. But 
whether the fame letters, amongft the Palmyrenes, 
formed the proper name of Zenobia i the famous 
queen or empreis of that nation, I cannot yet take 
upon me to determine. 

7. ACOBA, or ACABA, the city, as it ffiould feem, 
to which ZENOBIVS, mentioned in the firft inferip- 
tion, did originally belong, might poffibly have been the 
capital of Acabene , a province or diftridt of Mefopo- 
tamia,a region feparated from Palmyrene by the Eu¬ 
phrates. This diftridl is placed by Ptolemy at no 
great diftance from the Tigris; and its capital might 
have been called by the Palmyrene Greeks, in the 
third century, AKOfJA. But that this was really 


{a) Val. Schind , Lex. Pentagkt. p. 8. Geor. Elmacin. Hift. 
Saracen, p. 144, 145, 151, 152, tx, alib. pais. 

the 

I 
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foe town the inforiber hadin view, I mail not pie* 
Anne positively to affirm. 

Front the firft of foefe Palmyrene inscriptions, 
if the iixth line ©fit be exa&ly copied, and the 
Greek one anfwering to it, we may fairly collect* 
that the fourth day of the month Tehetb was coin¬ 
cident with the twenty-fourth of Jydynaus, the Ma¬ 
cedonian month ; and consequently that thofe two 
months were not predfely foe Same, as we find inti¬ 
mated (a) by Dr. Fabricrus. The former of them 
began on the twenty-firft day of die latter, if the 
authority of our infcription in this point may be 
intirely depended upon. Hence likewife it moft 
evidently appears, that * 7 ebe(f> was the name of a 
Syrian, as well as of an Hebrew, month. 

9 . Though the Palmyrene dialett be almoft, in all 
refpeds, the fame with the Syriac $ yet k muft be al¬ 
lowed, that fome Hebrew Words occur in thefe in¬ 
scriptions. Of this into, in the firft and feCond, and 
3TJ, in foe fifth, to omk other inftances of foe fame 
kind, are incontestable proofs. For which we may 
eafily account, if we confider, that many (h) Jews, as 
well as Christians, were Settled in the territories of the 
Palmyrenes. ’Tis remarkable, that though the word "O', 
BAR, is ufod here for SON in foe enumerations of 
defcentsj yet according to foe Syriac form, 
HIS CHILDREN, preSenta itSelf to our view to¬ 
wards the dole of the thirteenth inscription. As to 
foe word Wfo itmuft be owned to be likewife of 


(a) Jo. Albert. Fabric. Mtnohg. p. 16, 42. Hamburgi, 1712. 
(bj Seller’s Antiq, of Palmyr. Chap. xix. 

foe 
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the Syriac form; and confequently not to have been* 
improperly ufed by the Palmyrenes. The famfc 
may be faid of the word apparently dedu- 

cible from (a) ttmt> FRATER; as the letters 
H and r? are of the fame organ, have frequently a 
pronunciation extremely fimilar, and were therefore 
undoubtedly often taken and ufed for one another 
Unlefs we fuppofe, that the word was originally upon 
the done WlflM. which will bring it to the pure Sy¬ 
riac form; and this for various reafons, efpecially 
as that very term is exhibited by the third infcrip- 
tion, the moft antient of all, in the very fame fenfe, 
I am inclined to believe. 

10. That the proper names ZABDIBOL, MIL- 
COM, SALMON, NASA, and HIZA or CHITZA, 
in the fecond and thirteenth infcriptions, which have 
no Greek ones to anfwer them, are either of Syriac, 
Chaldee, or Hebrew extraction, from fome of the 
(b) belt oriental lexicographers moft clearly appears. 
As for HIZA, or CHITZA, this muft be allowed 
to be a pure Syriac word ; though I remember not 
to have met with it as a proper name in any antient 
author. The fecond inscription bears date in the 
month Ti/ri, and the 533d year of the tera of Se- 
leucus, or A. D. 222, foon after Alexander Seve- 
rus had afcended the imperial throne. The thir¬ 
teenth is 76 years older, having been drawn A. D. 
136, in the reign of the emperor Hadrian, and 
about two years before the death of that prince. 
The altar on which the firft appears inlcribed was 


(a) Val. Schind. Lex . Pent . p. 54 .Verf. Syr . in Gen. iv. 8, 21. 

(b) Val. Schind. Lex . PentagloU pafs. Edm. Caftel. Lex . Hep - 
tagkt . pafs. 
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created in the year of Christ 233, in the month 
Tebeth , or Jiydynaus, when Alexander Severus was 
engaged in the Parthian war. 'Tis obfervable, that 
the forms of fome of the letters, and particularly 
that of the Jody or Judy in the third and thirteenth 
infcriptions, confiderably differ from thofe of the 
fame elements, that have been preferved by the 
others, which are of a later date. But notwith- 
ftanding this, that all the letters forming thefe Pal¬ 
myrene infcriptions are to be deduced from the fame 
fource, will, I believe, be univerfally allowed. 

Infcription XII. 

See Plate xxv, Number xn. 

xm 12 npjfan 12 anm* 
rfam 12 

AMTACHA FILIVS TEBELACABI FILII NAS/E 
AMTALEHSAL FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 

AMTACHA THE SON OF TEBELACAB, THE SON 
OF NASA; AMTALEHSAL THE SON OF VAHBALATH. 

January 17th, 1754. 


Infcription XI. 

See Plate xxv, Number xi. 

nn*wiD 

rbs m 12 irpn 

BALMICHAL FILIVS MOGIATHATHI 
MAZO FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 
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BALMlGttAL THE OF MOGlATHATH, 

Mazo the sok of vahmiath. 

Jamrttyifth* 1754. 

Remarks ett thefe Inftriptions. 

1. They feera both tq have been mutilated, tho’ 
the eleventh has fuffered more than the other ; 
fonae of its letters being partly defaced, and partly 
deformed, by time. 

2. That they confift of the proper names of men, 
connected by the word BAR, SON, is obvious to 
every one, who reads them. 

3. That thefe men were perfons of diliindtion, 
and filled fonae of the higheft pofis in the ftate, there 
is great reafon to believe. 

4. That the names themfelves, as exhibited here, 
are of oriental extraction^ tho’ the reafbn of their 
impofition, at this difiance of time, is not known, 
(a) can by no means be denied. 

f. In the twelfth infcriptlon, as well as the ele¬ 
venth, tho' in the latter it is fomething deformed, 
die proper name VAHBALATM, or VABALA- 
THVS, (which has alfo been preferved by coins) in 
the Palmyrene charafter, manifeftly occurs. 

6 . That the dates of thefe infcriptions, if any were 
ever vifible in them, muft have been pofterior to the 
447th year of Seleucus, or the 136th of Christ, 
the forms of the letters themfelves, and particularly 
riiat of the evidently prove* 


(a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentagkl. p. 104F, 1220 , T03®, 1959 * 
i960, >37. . 

4 Infcnption 
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Incription V. 

Set Plate xxiv, Number v. 

ro fya omsso n ron KjAti 
jerrn Mpwpao run* 
c&m ?r> tD*ptt n monn 
mbs »*n tu"?s ttno na dws 
rrva «np*a inna >n ttmb an 
jd*] mr h ♦mwn 

SORS five PORTIO eft H®C SEPTIMII lEBiMIE FI- 
LII ODiENATHI SENATORIS CLARISSIMI ET VIRI 
PRIMARII civitatis TADMOR QVAM El EREXIT AV- 
RELIVS PHILINVS FILIVS MARII PHILINI MILES 
EMER1TVS IACVLATOR five PILANVS LEGIONIS 
PARTHXC.® HONORIS CAVSA MENSE TISRI ANNI 
DLXIII. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF SEPTIMIVS 
/ERANES, A MOST ILLVSTRIOVS SENATOR, AND 
A PRINCIPAL PERSON IN THE CITY OF TADMOR j 
WHICH AVRELIVS PHILINVS, THE SON OF MARIVS 
PHILINVS, A VETERAN OF THE PARTHIAN LE¬ 
GION, WHO HAD SERVED AS A LANCIER, ERECTED 
TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE MONTH TISRI OF THE 
YEAR DLXIII. 

February 2d, 1754. 

Infcription VII. 

See Plate xxiv, Number vii. 

vh *n rm 

arm an nay abo na rhnbv 
NTp’ 1 ? onm ntq mpa n 
ntrpD tq arrw don *n 
£OD*I rw 
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SORS five PORTIO eft H.EC IVL1I AVRELII SAL- 
MALATHI FILII MALAi HEBRiEI PRINCIPIS vel DVC- 
TORIS CATERViE Mercatorum QVAM STATVIT El 
SENATVS POPVLVSQVE QVOD DOMVM REDVXIT 
CATERVAM Mercatorum DE RE FAMILIARI GRATIS 
earn SVSTENTANS ANNO DLXIX. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AV- 
RELIVS SALMALATH, THE SON OF MALA, A 
IEW, PRINCE, CHIEF, or LEADER, OF THE CARA¬ 
VAN of Merchants; WHICH THE SENATE AND PEO¬ 
PLE HAVE DECREED HIM, BECAVSE HE CON- 
DVCTED HOME THE CARAVAN, AND SVPPORTED 
IT AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, IN THE YEAR DLXIX. 

February 9th, 1754. 


Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1. From the words WIN, P’N, AIR AN, ODI- 
NATH, or JE RAN, ODrENATH, and &tQ, to¬ 
gether with the words AIPANHN OAAINA 0 OT, 
H BOTAH, in the correfpondent Greek infcription, 
it plainly appears, that the letter Aleph , amongft the 
Palmyrenes, fometimes anfwered to A, fometimes 
to E, and fometimes to 0 , about the middle of the 
third century. 

2. From the words Np'toVpJD, SENATORIS, 
NJPS N’"ID, MARII PHILINI, DWS D’^IN, AV- 
R ELI VS PHI LIN VS, (Sc. we may colleft, that 
one of the Palmyrene terminations of Greek and 
Latin words in the oblique cafes was N; but 
that the people of Tadmor, in the nominative cafe, 
when they wrote fuch words in their own character, 
Generally preferred the Greek and Latin termina¬ 
tions. 
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tions. See the eighth, ninth, and tenth of the Palmy¬ 
rene infcriptions. 

3. The proper name NID, MALA, in the feventh 
infcription, feems to anfwer to MAAHC, in the fe¬ 
venth of Dr. Bernard’s Greek Palmyrene infcrip¬ 
tions; though the terminations of thofe words are 
not intirely the fame. The proper names, or fur- 
names, KT HD'JW are alfo in like manner repre- 
fented by CAAMHC IAAHC, as has been already 
obferved. As for the name, or furname, SALCA- 
LATH, or SALMALATH, it only occurs in the 
feventh of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions, 
which I have here been attempting to explain. 

4. Though the dialed!:, in which the two infcrip¬ 
tions I am confidering are written, be apparently the 
Syriac; yet the word 21. IACVLATOR, in one of 
them, as has been already remarked, is undoubtedly 
Hebrew. As for *613. BOTAH, DOT AHMOC, and 
NpOTjm CTNKAHTIKA, or rather CTNKAHTI- 
KON, they are moll evidently Greek. In one 
of thefe infcriptions, the word BH, PRINCEPS, 
VIR PRIMARIVS, appears without either the 
M or the inferted as the middle letter; which 
fometimes, tho’ very rarely, happens. The word 
8*m*B% CATERVA, is applied to the Ilhmael- 
ites, as merchants, Gen. chap, xxxvii, ver. 2f. 
in the Syriac verfion; which, with the word AP- 
XEMFIOPON, exhibited by Mr. Dawkins’s thir¬ 
teenth Greek infcription, agreeing in fignification 
with our JiilW 31 . plainly Ihews, that I have hit 
upon the true fenfe of that term here. The furname 
PHILINVS and the name MARIVS are only vili- 
ble in the fifth of thefe Palmyrene infcriptions; 

Mr, 
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Mr. Dawkins’s eleventh Greek one prefenting no¬ 
thing of that kind to our view, but ATPHAI : ::: 
and part of the word HAIOAOPOT, if that be ex- 
adfcly taken. We may conclude, from the fifth Pal¬ 
myrene infcription, that the people of Tadmor, if not 
the Syrians in general, when it was written, called Par- 
tbia BATRA, or BATRIA; which in found ap¬ 
proaches pretty near to the BACTRIA of the antients. 
The name Win, TADMOR, confifting of five letters, 
and not of four only, as has hitherto been generally, if 
not always, fuppofed, occurs in the fame infcription. 
The two laft words of the fourth line of the fe- 
venth have either not been fo well preferved as the 
others, or not fo accurately taken. They may never- 
thelefs be read either £JD ’3 p, EX SVO MARSV- 
PIO, or HD* fJD, GRATIS DE RE FAMILIARI $ 
either of which leftions is confonant enough to the 
tenor of the infcription. The latter, which I have 
chofen here, feems however to be better fupported 
by the correfpondent Greek infcription as the Sy¬ 
riac f JO exactly anfwers to the adverb I 7 POIKA 
there. Should the critics allow the words HD’ JJD, 
as they now appear upon the face of the infcription, 
to ftand } the Syriac muft be of the fame im¬ 
port with the Hebrew nt 5 *. PECVNIA, DIVITDE, 
RES FAMILIARIS, &c. though it has for its mid¬ 
dle letter Samecb, inftead of Schin. Near indeed is 
this to be wondered at, as the Syrians fometimes 
ufed the former for the latter of thofe elements. That 
word, upon the foregoing fuppofition, fuffers here 
an ellipfis of the particle 3 BE j as is evident from 
Mr. Dawkins’s thirteenth Greek infcription, with 
the fragments of which the feventh Palmyrene one 

extremely 
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extremely welt agrees. Such ellipfes as this were 
antiendy not uncommon, according to Noldius (a). 

f. Front the feventh inscription it appears not im- 
probable, that feme eminent Jewifh merchants, 
about die middle of the third century, refided at 
Tadmor. That inscription therefore may perhaps 
be allowed to fupport the authority of Photausj who 
has not Scrupled to tffert, that the famous Zenobia 
herfejf profefied die Jewish religion (&). 

d. From the two inscriptions now before us, and 
die others written in the Same charadter, we may 
fairly infer, that the life of the Chaldee letters (be- 
tween which and the Palmyrene there is fo Surpriz¬ 
ing an affinity, that they may not improperly be Con¬ 
sidered as: the Same) prevailed at Tadmor, and in all 
the neighbouring parts of Syria, that were at ho 
great distance from the confines of Cfealdfca, or 
Irak, in the firft, Second, and third centuries after 
Christ. For the aldeft of diem was drawn out in 
the month Elul, or September, and the year of Seleil¬ 
eus 360, nearly coincident with the 4,9th of Christ j 
the thirteenth of diem in the month Nifan, or April, 
of the year of Seleucus 447, anfwering to the year 
of Christ 13d; the fifth, that I have been juft at¬ 
tempting to explain, in the month 3 V/H, and the 
year of Seleucus 5-63, or of Christ 2 fa, when Tre- 
bonianut Gall us dlredted the Roman affairs j the 
Seventh) that I have been likewife now endeavour- 


(a) Chrifttan, Nold. Concordant. Particular. Ebrao-Chaldak. 
kc. p. 164, &c. Jenae, 1734. 

(t) Phot, Cod. vfi, p, 1469,1470. Rothomagi, 165,3. 

ing 
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ing to decipher, in the year of Seleucus 569* which 
correfponds with the 258th of the Chriftian aera* 
and all the others, that bear any dates, in the fame 
century. Neither the prefent Syrian letters there¬ 
fore, nor theMendaean or Nabathaean characters, feem 
to have been ufed by the Syrians bordering upon 
Irak, during the three firft centuries after Christ ; 
nor confequendy in any other interval whatfoever 
preceding the commencement of that period. So 
that thefe infcriptions may, with fufficient propriety, 
be confidered in the light of mainufcripts, written in 
the Chaldee or Hebrew character, 1500, 1600, and 
even 1700 years old. 

7. With regard to the numeral characters, ex¬ 
hibited both by the infcriptions at prefent in view, 
and the others tranfmitted down to us in the Pal¬ 
myrene language, it may not be improper to obferve, 
that the letter Ajin, or at leafl a character fimilar to 
it, in the firft place, annexed to a fort of mark or fign 
of an unufual form, fometimes denoting Ten, ftands 
for 500, and in the laft place alone for the number 
Five. The Palmyrene P?, which refembles the figure 
3, reprefents the number Twenty j and unity is ex- 
prefled by the Pelafgic or Attic character I, which was 
likewife antiently ufed by the Romans. Hence it ap¬ 
pears, that this kind of notation was undoubtedly very 
antient in the Eaft} and might poflibly have prevailed 
amongft the Syrians, feated not far from the fron¬ 
tiers of Arabia and Irak, and even amongft the 
Arabs and Chaldaeans themfelves, feveral centuries 
before the birth of Christ j though from whence 
the Syrians firft received it, or how they came firft 

to 
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to hit upon it themfelves, I have not yet been able 
to difcover. 

To the preceding remarks many others m ight 
have been added, relating to the hiftory of Tadmor, 
as well as to the genius, government, cuftoms, re¬ 
ligion, language, &c. of the inhabitants of that 
once moft flourifhing city. But, as I intend here¬ 
after, when I can find a little relaxation from the 
bufinefs, in which I am at prefent engaged, if it fhall 
pleafe God to grant me health, to publifh a dif- 
fertation upon the infcriptions tranfmitted down to 
us in the Palmyrene character, and to confider every 
thing material deducible from them in a proper 
manner; 1 have here only attempted a bare tranflation 
of the major part of them, and laid down a few cur- 
fory remarks, which upon my fir ft perufal of them 
occurred, in order a little to fupport and illuftrate 
that tranflation. Befides, a minute difcuflion of all 
the abovementioned particulars would have fwelled 
this paper greatly beyond the bounds of a letter; 
whereas my prefent intention is, only to fubmit a few 
memoirs relating to thefe celebrated monuments of 
antiquity to the judgment of our moft learned and 
illuftrious Society; that by this means my defign 
may in fome meafure tranfpire, and come to the 
knowlege of at leaft the moft difcerning part of the 
public. I fhall offer no apology for the trouble now 
given you, Sir, as I was informed that a fight of thefe 
memoirs would not be unacceptable to you. In 
the mean time, you will permit me only to add, 
that I muft acknowlege myfelf obliged to the 
Reverend and very Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of 
Balliol College, as well as to Mr. Godwyn, for many 

4 X valuable 
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valuable hints, from time to time communicated to 
me j and that I am, with the moft perfect efteem, 

S I R, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 

LETTER II. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, June 27, 1754. 

Read July 5 , r TH H E favourable reception, which my 
»7S4- A laft letter met with from the Royal So¬ 
ciety, has encouraged me to trouble you with another 
upon the fame fubjedt j and to fend you a Latin and Eng- 
liftiverfionofMr.Dawkins’s three remaining Palmyrene 
infcriptions, attended by fuch fhort remarks, as were 
drawn up in order a little to illuftrate and explain the 
former. And this I have been the more readily induced 
to do, as I have, I think, fince difcovered more fully 
the true notation of the Palmyrenes, at leaft from Uni¬ 
ty to a Thousand, and am thereby enabled to cor¬ 
rect one or two flight errors, which had before efcaped 
me. I fliall therefore, without any farther preface or in¬ 
troduction, immediately proceed to the point in view, 
and confider the three infcriptions now before me, 
in the fame manner I did the preceding ones; efpe- 
cially, as I have had the pleafure to find, that the 
method by me formerly obferved did not prove un¬ 
acceptable to fo confiderable a part of the learned. 

Infcription 
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Infcription IV. 

See Plate xxiv, Number iv. 

na •ohn ia^o na aVnar o>^nia o*W p^n 
n arvirraa tvbpb to-rcaa in ntaiw 
i jnai ana vcm nop unniabx an^>a 
a’JH^ pas^ fanoi awn oiysonp 
paw paw panj am any anai mSawa nar 
^am» rb mo ma btsa rurua isw ay nan 
anno anam aio n obv sai an^>a 
ir| rm any*? didti a9ia nb mpa n 

SORS five PORTIO IVLII AVRELII ZABDILiE FILII 
MALCHI FILII MALCHI FILII NASSVMI QVI IPSE 
DVCTOR EXERCITVS COLONLE IN ADVENTV DEI 
ALEXANDRI GffiSARIS ET MINISTER IVXTA SVF- 
FICIENTIAM ET PERENNITATEM (i. e. DIGNVS ET 
PERPETVVS LEGATVS) RVTILII CRISPINI PR/E- 
FECTI ET CHILIADVM (COPIARVM vel VEXILLA- 
TIONVM) AMANDATARVM (vel DEDVCTARVM) IN 
IVDICEM (i. e. IVDEX five QVjESTOR) ET DE PECV- 
LIOSVO (feu RE FAMILIARI) iis DONAVIT ET REPO- 
SITO frumento PROSPEXIT ET PLVRIMA TRIBVTA 
CVRAVIT ET PRjECLARE REM EGIT SECVNDVM 
DONA (five PLENA MANV) PROVT h*c TESTATVS 
EST El DEVS IARIBOLVS ET IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS) 
ETIAM (vel PROPTER HJEC A DEO IARIBOLO ET 
IVLIO (PHILIPPO) ITIDEM CONFIRMATA atque 
COMPROBATA) QVI DIGNVS ET EXCELSVS eft DO- 
MINVS QVAM El POSVIT SENATUS POPVLVSQVE 
HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLIV. 

4X2 THE 



C 716 ] 

THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AVRELIVS 
ZABDILA, THE SON OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF 
MALCHVS, THE SON OF NASSVM, WHO WAS 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE COLONY’S FORCES, 
WHEN THE GOD ALEXANDER CAESAR ARRIVED 
HERE, AND THE WORTHY AND PERPETVAL 
LIEVTENANT OF RVTILIVS CRISPINVS THE PRE¬ 
FECT, AND JVDGE, or QViESTOR, OF THE AVXILI- 
ARY TROOPS, WHOM HE SVPPORTED AT HIS 
OWN EXPENCE, AND WAS THEIR PVRVEYOR, 
AND RECEIVED THE TRIBVTE, AND PRESIDED 
WITH GREAT PRVDENCE AND GENEROSITY; 
FOR THESE SERVICES, AS ATTESTED BY THE 
GOD IARIBOLVS AND THE EXCELLENT LORD 
IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS), THE SENATE AND PEOPLE 
HAVE ERECTED THIS TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE 
YEAR DLIV. 

February 16th, 1754. 

Infcription VI. 

See ^Plate xxiv. Number vi. 

D^HN D»W> D1DTI 
12 Dipfa? NTD 12 

Wl E'Dfi? ; s: •.: 

■■drcb is d n imvaota pn 1 ? 
icq rw ntm rrra Kip'? lro::•. 

SENATVS POPVLVSQVE IVLIO AVRELIO FILIO 
OD/ENATHI MADDiE (vd MATTHJE) SELEVCO FI- 
LIO :::::: ET SEE1LADIO IIS SERVIENTI feu MI- 
NISTRANTI et BENE SE GERENTI NEC NON DVC- 
TORI EXERCITVS IPSI A SENATV HONE- 

STATO (vel CVM IPSO EXIMIO EXERCITVS DVC- 
TORE SENATVS POPVLIQVE PALMYRENI) SPONTE 
DONAVIT (i. e. DECREVIT) HONORIS CAVSA 
MENSE TISRI ANNI DLXVI. 


THE 
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THE SENATE AND PEOPLE HAVE VQLVNTARJLY 
GIVEN, or DECREED, thefe TO IVLIVS AVRELIVS, 
THE SON OF ODAENATHVS} MADDA, or MATTHA, 
SELEVCVS, THE SON OF AND SEEILADIVS, 

WHO SERVED THEM WELL; AS ALSO TO THE 
GENERAL, HONOVRED BY THE SENATE :::::::: 
(or TOGETHER WITH THE RENOWNED GENERAL 
OF THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF TADMOR) IN 
ORDER TO DO THEM HONOVR, IN THE MONTH 
TISRI OF THE YEAR DLXVI. 

February 21ft, 1754. 

Infcription III. 

See ^Plate xxiv, Number iij. 

w bbn m* • 
n xrby) run joo n»< • • 

•Tan ew ^ian»i na- 
Ntw na ^ajm na din ua 
::::D n ^3? *» JTD’D 

“ITI 9 

:::::-.^pmaNJa*anD» 
nm m pn»Yi 

pn’ja> 

MENSE ELVL ANNI CCCLX DONVM HOC ATQVE 
ARA ::: BAD! AMRISAMSuE ET ZEBID^ FI- 
LIORVM MALCHI FILH IARIBOLIS FILII NAS.® RE- 
POSITA five DONARIA MADD® feu MATTHA FI¬ 
LII ABDEBALIS QVOD CVM ®D 1 FIC 1 VM COLLAP- 
SVRVM TIMERET SERVVS EIVS ASCENDENS PA- 
TREM SVVM SERA vel PESSVLO CLAVSVM ABSTV- 
L 1 T ET PROPTER SALVTEM EORVM ET SALV- 
TEM FRATRIS EIVS ET LIBERORVM SVORVM. 


IN 
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IN THE MONTH ELVL OF THE YEAR CCCLX, 
THIS GIFT AND ALTAR WERE PLACED here BY 
::::: BADVS, AMRIO’L SHEMS, AND ZEBIDA, THE 
SONS OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF IARIBOL, THE 
SON OF NASA: RICH PRESENTS, or OFFERINGS, 
were likewife placed on or near the Altar BY MADDA, 
or MATTHA, THE SON OF ABDEBAL, BECAVSE 
THAT, WHEN HE WAS AFRAID OF A HOVSE FAL¬ 
LING, A SERVANT OF HIS WENT » VP, AND CARRIED 
OFF HIS FATHER, WHO WAS LOCKED, or BOLTED, 
IN; AND FOR THEIR SAFETY, HEALTH, or PRE* 
SERVATION, AS WELL AS FOR THE SAFETY, 
HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIS BROTHER, 
AND THEIR CHILDREN. 

February 25th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1. It may be proper to obferve here, that I have 
adhered as clofely to the original Palmyrene, in my 
Latin verlion of thefe three laft infcriptions, which 
are much more abftrufe than the others, as the ge¬ 
nius of the Latin language would permit; though 
I have taken greater liberties in the Englifh tranf- 
lation, in order to render them more intelligible 
to the generality of our Englifh readers. 

2. The fourth infcription has been in the main 
extremely well preferved, and difcovers more of the 
true turn and genius of the Palmyrene dialect, than 
any of the others. Of this KJTVTQ3, IN AD- 
VENTV, though it varies from the pure Syriac 
form ; fnw tTD, IVXTA SVFFICIENTIAM ET 
PERENNITATEM, an idiom that fufficiently 
points out to us the nature of the language fpoken 


* See Dr. Shaw’s Travels, p. 276. 
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by the Palmyrenes* |W. CHILIADES, for fo 
it ought to be read, a word that feems peculiar 
to that language, though apparently of Hebrew 
or Syriac extraction* DE PECVLIO* 

PSO? pNHJ, TRIBVTA MVLTA MVL- 
TA, i. e. TRIBVTA PLVRIMA * rtn», SE- 
CVNDVM DONA, i. e. PLENA MANV * 
KffiD, DOMINVS * to omit other inftances that 
might be produced, are indubitable proofs. The 
words IVLIVS, AVRELIVS, COLONIA, OE- 
SAR, CRISPINVS, HrEMONA, AHMOC, 
BOTAH, and AAESANAPOC difcover at firft 
fight the fources from whence they are to be 
Reduced. The laft of thofe words has been a lit¬ 
tle injured by time, feveral of the forms of its let¬ 
ters being confiderably altered. The third and fourth 
elements of the fifth line of this infcription, as well as 
the fecond, third, twenty-fecond, and twenty-eighth 
(lhau and Nun in the Palmyrene alphabet being 
extremely fimilar) of the fourth, have likewife 
met with the fame fate * to all which I have endea¬ 
voured to reftore their primitive powers and forms. 
In fine, this infcription may be confidered as a tolera¬ 
ble good fpecimen of the language or dialed of the 
Palmyrenes (< a ). 

3. The words 13 DbD -> 3 , BAR MAL- 
CHV BAR MALCHV, in the beginning of this 
infcription, evidently confirm the ingenious con¬ 
jecture of the learned Mr. William Baxter, men¬ 
tioned by Dr. Halley * according to which, AIX- 
MAAXOT, in the correfpondent Greek infcription. 


(a) Vid. Schind, Lex. Pentaglot. & Cartel. Lex • Heptaglot . 
pais. 


was 
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was inferted there inftead of MAAXOT TOT 
MAAXOT. They at the fame time moft dearly 
evince, notwithftanding what-has been advanced to 
the contrary by Dr. Bernard and Dr. Smith, that the 
word AIXMAAXOT is not of oriental extraction. 

4. The furname PHILIPP VS, which ought to have 
followed IVLIVS, in the feventh line of this in¬ 
fcription, does not appear; though a chafm, or vacant 
fpace, capable of containing a word of that fize, 
prefents itfelf there to our view. This, in con¬ 
junction with the parallel chafm, exhibited by the 
Greek infcription, exprefling much of the fenfc of 
the Palmyrene one I am confidering, amounts, in 
my opinion, to an almoft irrefragable proof, that this 
furname, as our great Dr. Halley formerly fuppofed, 
was, after hi lip’s treafon to the emperor Gordian 
came to light, purpofely effaced. 

y. The laft letter but one of the fixth line of our 
Palmyrene infcription feems to refemble Daleth or 
Refch , whereas it was undoubtedly defigned at firft 
for Ajiti ; fo that the name to which it belongs 
ought to be written in Hebrew or Chaldee letters 
tyariT, IAREHBAAL, IARIHBAL, or IARIBOL, 
i. e. DOMINVS LVNVS. From whence we may 
certainly infer, as Dr. Halley has obferved, that this 
deity was the DEVS LVNVS worfhiped by the 
antient Syrians. I have therefore taken the liberty 
to reftore the true reading here, by converting the 
Daleth or Refch into Ajin ; as alfo to infert the 
word 13 , BAR) FILIVS, notwithftanding it has 
probably for many ages disappeared, as the laft in 
the firft line of the infcription. 

6. The numeral characters preferved at the end 
of this infcription merit the particular attention of 

the 
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the learned. From them, in conjunction with the 
numeral letters (till vifible in the Greek one anfwer- 
rng to it, we may certainly conclude, that the un- 
ufual mark, formerly mentioned, alone properly de¬ 
notes Ten, and with unity prefixed an Hun¬ 
dred. This obfervation will enable me to correct 
one or two fmall errors, in the dates before afligned 
the fecond and tenth Palmyrene inferiptions. The 
former was drawn in the year of Seleucus yj 3, not y 2 3, 
as I then imagined j and the latter in y74, not y64, as 
I ventured to aflert. In fine, by the foie afliftance of 
thefe characters, and thofe of the fixth and feventh 
Palmyrene inferiptions, as explained by the corre- 
fpondent Greek numeral letters, I have conftructed 
the following table of numbers, from Unity to 
a Thousand, according to the true and genuine 
notation of the Palmyrenes. 

Numerals One to a Thoufancl. . tv - P '- 


CLX 

333^>H 

c 

"73 / 

xm 

1-03 

XVI 

/y-o 

1 

/ 

CIXX -0333 "o/ 

Cl 

to 1 

xxxir 

II03 

XVII 

nyo 

H 

// 

CLXXX 3333"»/ 

cn 

I/O/ 

XXXHl 

///~o3 

xvm 

n/yo 


/// 

CXC '033330/ 

cm 

Ill'll 

xxxiv 

HU-03 

XIX 

111 /y-o 

W 

//// 

CC 

PZ/ 

□V 

IIIIO 1 

xxxv 

y -03 

XX 

3 

V 

y 

CCC 

P /// 

cv 

y^i 

xxxvr 

1)1-03 

XXI 

13 

VI 

/y 

CCCC 

P/Z// 

CVI 

/yot 

xxwn 

ny-o 3 

xxn 

113 

VII 

z/y 

11 

py 

CV3E 

ny-o / 

mi my -03 

xxm 

m3 

w 

zzzy 

DC 

pzy 

cvnt 

n/y -01 

xxxk nnyoi 

XX3X 

11/13 

DC 

zzzzy 

DCC 

pzzy 

ox 

nny-oi 

XL 

33 

XXV 

y3 

X 

p 

DCCC 

p/zzy 

ex 

-o-o/ 

L 

-033 

XXVI 

/y3 

XE 

ZP 

DCCCC 

p///zy 

exx 

3~OI 

IX 

333 

XXVII 

ny3 

XU 

/ZP 

M 

-p'p/ 

exxx 

- 03 - 0 / 

LXX 

-0333 

xxvm my3 

xm 

///P 



CXL 

33-01 

im 

3333 

xxk nny3 

W llll-o 



CL '■P 33- 0 / 

xc 

'=>3333 

Ixxx 

-03 i 

Ixv 



4 Y Hence 
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Hence it appears, that the antient Palmyrenes, in 
this part of their notation, ufed only four numeral 
charadersj two of which were letters of their al¬ 
phabet, or at leaft a fort of marks endued wadh fim- 
lar forms. So that this kind of /notation -might have 
prevailed among# them feveral -centuries before the 
commencement of the Cbriftian ara. For we 
learn from (a) Diodorus Siculus, that the Arabs of 
Petra, or A 1 Hejr, on the confines of the defacts .of 
Syria, and at no very great diftance from the borders 
of Irik, ufed the very fame letters with thofe of 
the neighbouring Syrians, and therefore probably of 
the people of Tadmor, 31 1 years before the birth of 
Christ. This gives us fome reafon to believe, 
confid,ering the fituation of the aforefaid Arabs, that 
thefe letters could not have been very different from 
thofe, which three or four centuries afterwards form¬ 
ed the alphabet of the Palmyrenes. 

7. It ought to be obferved, that the fourth inferip- 
tion is dated in the year of Seleucus 754, nearly coinci¬ 
dent with the year of Christ 243, towards the clofe 
of Gordian’s reign } and confequently before Philip’s 
elevation to the imperial throne. This may be fairly 
collected from the ninth of Mr. Dawkins’s Greek 
inferiptions, as well as from that drawn in the lan¬ 
guage of the Palmyrenes, which I have here been 
endeavouring to explain. From hence likewife it 
feems plainly enough to appear, that the emperor 
Alexander Severus himfelf was at Tadmor in the 


(#) Diod. Sic. Bibliothec . Hijioric. Lib. xix. p. 723. Edit. Rbo- 
doman. Hanoviae, 1604. 


year 



[ 7*3 ] 

year of our Lord 2 3 3 3 when he marched againft 
Artaxerxes, king of Perfia, overthrew him with 
great daughter, and forced him, after he had raifed 
the liege of Nifibis, to retire with fhame into his 
own dominions. 

8.1 have taken the liberty to convert the fixth letter 
in the feoond line of the fixth infcription, which 
feems to refemble Mem or Kopb t into Nun ; as 
ADINATH, or ODASNATHVS, was the proper 
name of feveral great perfonages at Tadmor; whereas 
we have little reafon to think, that fuch a pro¬ 
per name as ADIMATH, ADICATH, ARI- 
MATH, or ARICATH, was ever known amongft 
the Palmyrenes. 

9. The word MAD A, or MADDA, feems to be 
the fame proper name with MA00A, or MAT- 
THA, that occurs in the fifth of Dr. Bernard’s 
Greek infcriptions. 

ro. That the three words following ACTPATHrA, 
in the fourth line of this infcription (however dif- 
figured or defaced by time, or inaccurately taken) 
were originally what 1 have made them, is rendered 
probable by the mutilated words MAPTTPH0EN.... 
TEIMHC AMEN ...» and BOT AH .. > exhibited, as 
well as the proper names CEAETKON and CEEIAA- 
AT: :::, by the correfpondent Greek infcription. 

II. With regard to the words WW, which 
likewife prefent themfelves to our view in the fixth 
infcription, they cannot well admit of any other fenfe, 
than that which I have affigned them. However, as 
they can receive no manner of illuftration from the 
fragments of the correfpondent Greek one, I only of¬ 
fer this, as what appears to me at prefent the moll: 
probable j efpecially, as the infcription I am confider- 

4Y 2 ing 
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ing feems to have fuffered more from the injuries of 
time, than moft of the others, which I have here been 
endeavouring to explain. 

12. The date of this infcription falls in with the 
year of Seleucus 5 65 , which nearly coincides with the 
2 j fth of Christ, about two years after Valerian was 
fixed upon the imperial throne. 

13. With regard to the third infcription, I {hall 
firft beg leave to remark, that in the age, in which 
it was written, the Palmyrenes feem to have been 
extremely fond of the letter Vau. This may 
be clearly evinced from the words pflT) and TP, 
written two hundred years afterwards pni’ft and ’VU 
or KTfl, which appear towards the clofe of the in¬ 
fcription. Nor will this be any matter of furprize, 
when it is confidered, that the Jews, whofe language 
was then the Syriac, fometimes ufed the epenthe¬ 
tic Vau , or a letter equivalent to it, a little before 
the year in which our infcription was drawn j as 
we may infer from the words ELOI, ELOI, in- 
flead of the Hebrew ELI, ELI, fpoken by our Sa¬ 
viour upon the crofs, juft before he expired. That 
the mutilated letter beginning the eighth line of this 
infcription was originally an Aleph, and that the 
word to which it belongs is to be deduced from the 
root rDD, or fi yp, notwithftanding the epenthetic n, 
from whence, in the conjugation Aphel. , is formed 

or D’anDM if the natural and genuine fenfe 
of the paflage be duly attended to, cannot, I think, 
be well denied (a). 


(a) Pafor. Ltxic. p. 652. Ed. Schoettgen. Lipfiae, 1717. Schind. 
ubi iup. p. 54. Buxtorf. Gram, Chald. et Syr. p. 36. Balilese, 1615. 

13. The 
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14. The firft word of the fecond line here, which 
has been injured by time, was not improbably PONJf, 
or n*. INFIXVM, ERECTVM, or COLLO- 
CATVM EST; WAS FIXED, ERECTED, or 
PLACED; as the fenfe of this part of the infcrip- 
tion requires either that term, or one of a limilar 
iignification. The chafm at the end of the feventh 
line I fhall not take upon me to fill up ; tho’ feveral 
words might be offered for this purpofe, which would 
conned: thofe that precede and follow them, with 
very great propriety. That the ft one containing the 
infcription belonged formerly to an altar, is abun¬ 
dantly manifeft: from the word ET ARA 

or ALTARE, towards the clofe of the fecond line. 
Nor are we to be furprized, that feveral perfons are 
mentioned here, as concerned in the eredion of it; 
fince a limilar inftance, if not one exadly parallel, 
prefents itfelf to our view, in the fecond of Dr. Ber¬ 
nard’s Greek Palmyrene infcriptions. The firft pro¬ 
per name, being imperfed, cannot fo eafily be made 
out; but the fecond I take to be OMRIBOL 
SHEMS, or OMRIB OL SHEMS ; which a pure 
and genuine Arab would have wrote AMRIO’L 
SHEMS, or AMRI AL SHEMS, and a Greek 
AMPiCAMCOT. For, that this was one of the 
Palmyrene proper names, we learn from the fourth 
of Dr. Bernard's Greek Palmyrene infcriptions; 
which exhibits it comreded with 1ARIBOL, or 
IARIBOLIS, almoft in the fame manner as the 
monument at prefent under confideration. And 
this circumftance ought to be looked upon as an ad¬ 
ditional argument, in favour of what is here ad¬ 
vanced. The next word ZEB 1 D, or ZEBIDA, is 
likewife undoubtedly a Palmyrene proper name; as 

mod 
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moft evidently appears from the thirteenth of the 
aforefaid infcriptions. The following term M3, BE- 
NV, or BANV (agreeing with the Arabic) FILIO- 
RVM, relates to all the perfons before-mentioned. 
MALCHVS, IARIBOL, or IARIBOLIS, NA¬ 
SA, and MATTHA, are proper names of men, 
that occur in other Palmyrene infcriptions. That 
the word ABDEBAt, i. e. THE SERVANT OF 
BAL, or BAAL, applied to MATTHA’s father 
here as his proper name, favours very ftrongly of the 
Eaft, particularly of Syria, Phoenicia* and Arabia, 
where fuch proper names as thefe were frequently 
afliimed, is too clear and obvious a point to Hand 
in need of any proof. 

15. From the date prefixed to this infcription we 
may conclude, that it is older than any of the others, 
handed down to us in the Palmyrene language and 
chara&er, which have been hitherto publifhed. For 
it is dated in the year of Seleucus 360, and con- 
fequently was preceded by the commencement of the 
Chriftian sera only 49 years, when the emperor Clau¬ 
dius prefided over the Roman world. 

i'd. From the laft obfervation we may collect, that 
one at leafl of the infcriptions, in the long portico, 
ftill preferved amongft the ruins of Tadmor, is prior 
to the reign of the emperor Hadrian; though our 
celebrated Dr. Halley, who had not feen this, which I 
have now attempted to explain, took for granted, 
that all of them were pofterior to the commence¬ 
ment of that reign. 

17. It has been thought proper here to add to the 
plate of Mr. Dawkins’s infcriptions, in the Palmyrene 
language and character, the two other plates, contain¬ 
ing the Greek ones, with which he has favoured the 

public. 
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-public. For, the/ few of the latter directly correfpond 
with the former; yet, by the affinity between feveral 
of the proper names, and the manner of expreffion, 
wherein they apparently agree, to omit other circum- 
ftances that occur, they greatly contribute to explain 
and illiterate one another. 

Several other remarks on thefe noble remains of an¬ 
tiquity might here have been offered, and expatiated 
upon; which, for the reafons already affigned, I mull: 
beg leave at prefent to fuperfede. In the mean time, 
you will pleafe to accept of my moft grateful ac¬ 
knowledgments for the favour done me, and believe 
me to be, with all due fentiments of refpeCt, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

J. Swinton. 


LETTER III. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Sept. 2, 1754. 

Read Nov. 7, V S the Royal Society have done me the 

*754- il honour to approve of my attempts to 
explain Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene inferiptions, hand¬ 
ed down to us in the antient Chaldee, or Syriac, cha¬ 
racter; I have been thereby encouraged, before I 
conclude what I have to offer on that fubjeCt, to 
fubmit to their fuperior judgment the following ad¬ 
ditional obfervations. 

1. Though my numeral table, from Unity to a 
Thousand, may be intirely depended upon; yet I 
cannot,witb the lame certainty, extend this to thehigher 

numbers. 
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numbers. However, as the Palmyrenes had no par* 
ticular numeral charadter for an Hundred, as 
had the (i) Greeks and the Romans; from thence I 
conclude it probable, that they by no means ex~ 
prefied a Thousand by any fuch charadter. If 
this be admitted, the following table of higher num¬ 
bers may likewife be confidered by the learned, as 
confonant to the true and genuine notation of the Pal¬ 
myrenes. 


PALMYRENE Numerals from, a- Thoufand to # Thoufand Millions. 


7000 

M 

2000 

MM 

3000 

MMM 

4000 

MMMM 

3000 

100 

6000 

10 OM 

Jooo 

IOOMM 

$ 0 oo 

ioommm 

9000 

IOOMMMM 

70000 

CGIOO 

700000 

CCCIOOO 

7000000 

CCCC10000 

70000000 

CCCCCIOOOOO 

7 jOOOOOOOO 

CCCCCCIOOOOOO 

7000000000 

cc.ccc.cci 0000000 


'X>'35/ .HO. 


..'■o'rs/ 


~^>ll JfOO...'^>)'r=.i~=>f 




^“3//// . 4005 .. y'^ziiri 


'p'oy 


•'ty .6 oio.. 3^~=>\y 


V 


-zy-oi/y 


ro- 3 ///y .8500.^yS 5 iii)i\ 




>/ ./< 3 / 0 .,. v sW 3 / 


V 




(1) Herodian. ab Hen. Stephan. & Job. Scapul. ad Ltxic. Greu 
calcem edit Sertor. Urfat De not. Rtmantr. Johannis Wall. Open 
mtbmatk .Y«l. prim. c, viii. p. 43—46, Oxsn. 1695, 

This 
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This feries, or mannner of numeral expreffion, if 
agreeable to the learned, may with the lame faci¬ 
lity be continued ad infinitum. 

2. The Pa'myrene names of live of the twelve 
months occur in our inferiptions. Thefe are Peiiul , 
Tiebetb^ Nifan t E!ul> and Tif'i. -To which we may 
add from a Palmyrene infer.iption, pubiilhed by 
(i) M. Sj.on, and others, that of a fix tin viz. Ube- 
bat, or tihabat , which lias been app’icd to one of 
the Syrian Months by fomc of the molt celeb: ated 
(3) chrunologers. Thefe names point out to us .fix 
months anfwering, in feme refpeds at lead, if not 
intirely, to the S.yro~ Macedonian months, Apellaus^ 
Aydynceus , Xanthicus , G 'orpiaus, Ilyperberetaus, and 
Peritius-, as mod evidently appears from what has 
been obferved by the (4.) learned Dr. Fabricius, and 
the correfpondent Greek inferiptions. But notwjth- 
danding the agreement here mentioned, t! at they 
did not however exa&ly coincide with the Syro- 
Macedonian months, we may perhaps be allowed 
to infer from the (5) fird of Mr. Dawkins’s 
Palmyrene inferiptions; which feems to intimate, 
that the fourth day of ‘lebetb was the twenty- 
fourth of Aydynaus , and confequently that the 
former began the twenty-lird day of the latter 
month. And that this Palmyrene infeription has 

(2) Jacob. Spon. Mifcelkn. Erudit. Antiquitat . p. i. Lugduni, 
1685. Joan. Polen. Utriufq . TheCaur. Ant. Rom. & Greet. Nov. 
Supplement. Vol. IV. >p. 407, 650. ^Venetiis, 1737. Montfauc. 
VAntiquite Expllquee , Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391. A Paris, 1719. 

(3) Scalig. De Emendat . Tempor . p. 95, 350. Guliel. Bevereg. 
InJHtut . Chronologic, p. 71. Land. 1716. Jo. Albert. Fabric. 
Menolog . p. 20. Hamburgi, 1712. 

(4) Jo. Albert. Fabric, ubi fup. p. 20, 44. 

(5) Dawk, Marmor. Palmyren. Infcript, Palmyren. I, 8. 

4 Z been 
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been rightly taken in the part under confideration, 

may appear probable from hence, that the word 
CD'OV or |*0*» in the plural number, feems to be 
naturally connected with the numeral Four, and 
occurs (6) actually connected with that numeral in the 
Old Teftament. Unlefs it fhould be faid, that what 
now appears upon the face of the infcription as the 
laft letter Nun was originally, though altered by 
time, the Palmyrene numeral character expreffing 
Twenty; to which indeed at prefent it is not 
much unlike. Which if we admit, the word C3V, 
in the lingular number, mull be allowed to have a 
connection here with the numeral Twenty- 
four. Nor are fimilar inftances of fuch a con¬ 
nection difficult to be found. Nay, the very ex- 
preffion JTinN! DHB'P EDV 3 , DIE VICES 1 MO 
QVARTO, ON THE TWENTY - FOVRTH 
DAY, prefents itfelf to our view Hag, i. iy. From 
whence tome perfons will be apt to conclude, that 
nothing can be more juft than the emendation here 
propofed. Jt may not be improper to obferve, that 
the Palmyrene infcription publithed by Gruter and 
M. Spon, has (7) been preserved on a marble, that 
formerly remained in the gardens belonging to Car¬ 
dinal Carpegna, and afterwards in thofe of the 
Princes Joftiniani, near St. John Lateran, at Rome. 
I (hall take the liberty to infert here the Syrian, or 
Syro-Chaldaean, and Syro-Macedonian names of the 
aforefaid months, in order the more clearly to point 
out the difference between them and thofe of the 
Palmyrenes. 

( 6 ) Jud. xi. 40 . 

(7) Montfauc. L’Antiquite Expliquee , Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391. 
A Paris, 1719. 

Syro- 
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Syro-Chaldaean names, Syro-Macedonian names. Palmyrene names. 


Canun prior. Apellaus. Pellul. 

Canun pojlerior. Aydynaus. Tebeth. 

Sbebat. Peritim. Sbebat. 

NiJ’an. Xanthicus. Nifan. 

Ellul. Gorpiaus. Elul. 

Pijri. Hyperberetceu s. ‘Tifri, 


By the names Pebeth and Elul it fhould Teem, that 
the proper Syrians did not approach fo near the 
Jews, in the appellations of their months, as did the 
Palmyrenes. 

3. In order to fet in a clearer light what has been 
here obferved of the laft-mentioned infcription, I 
have been perfuaded by the Reverend and very 
Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of Balliol College, to 
attempt an explication of it; which I now beg leave 
to fubmit to the judgment of our moll illuftrious 
Society. Nor ffiall I be greatly cenfured, as the 
forms of the letters, of which it is compofed, have 
undoubtedly been altered by time; and as none 
of the copies of it, that I have feen, have been 
exactly taken; if this in all points fhould not be 
ftri&ly conformable to truth. All of thofe letters, 
as exhibited by the copies now before me, are not 
ealily reducible to the correfpondent elements in 
Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene alphabet, by the affiftance 
of which I have endeavoured to decipher this im- 
fcription. However, as no fmall affiftance has like- 
wife been afforded me by the Greek one anfwering to 
it, and the numeral characters at the end of it, as 
well as by the fecond, third, and thirteenth, of Mr*. 

4Z2 Dawkins’s 
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Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions, on which my 
conjectures have already been offered; I hope the 
following interpretation of it (which yet I would 
have only coniideredas an imperfect effay) will not 
prove unacceptable to the learned. 


The Palmyrene Infcription published by Gruter and 

M. Spon. 


See Plate xxx, Plumber i. 

nay rwrastm ksco n m basbw bRbijfr 
12 'ybn 12 no *3 p 
»rroa aw ’nvn byi nyt? *rn* 

TO] W tt 2 V m»a 

AGLTBOLO ET MALACHBELO ET MONVMEN- 
TVM ELEVATVM (five SIGNVM) ARGENTI ET OR- 
NATVM EIVS PARAVIT EX MARSVPIO SVO IA- 
R HAL VS (vellARALVS) FILIVS HALT BALI (vel CHALIBALI) 
FILII IARHALI (vel IARALI) PROPTER OFFICIVM (five 
RELIGION EM) T 1 MORIS (l. e. EX VOTO A IARALO 
IN ALIQVO PERICVLO CONSTITVTO ET TIMORE 
PERTERRITO FACTO) ET OB SALVTEM SVAM ET 
SALVTEM LIBERORVM (vel FAMILIAE) El VS MENSE 
SHEBAT ANNI DXLVII. 

I ARAL VS THE SON OF HALIB/EVS, or CHALIBAEVS, 
THE SON OF I ARAL VS, DEDICATED THIS ELE¬ 
VATED MONVMENT OF SILVER, AND ITS ORNA¬ 
MENTS, PREPARED AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, TO 
AGLTBOLV 3 AND MALACHBELVS, IN CONSEQVENCE 
OF A VOW HE HAD MADE, WHEN IN GREAT 
FEAR AND DANGER, AND FOR THE SAFETY, 

HEALTH, 


1 
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HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIMSELF AND HIS 
FAMILY, IN THE MONTH SHEBAT OF THE YEAR 
DXLVII. 

4. That the letter ft, (8) in Hebrew, Syriac, 
Chaldee, and Phoenician words, fometimes anfwered 
to the elements CH, or KH, fometimes to H, and at 
other times was quiefcent, or endued with no power at 
all, we may fairly infer from feveral inftances pro¬ 
duced on this head by the famous M. Bochart. 
From whence I Ihall not fcruple to conclude, that 
the Palmyrene proper names of men in this infcrip.- 
tion may be written in Latin either IARHA 5 VS, 
HALIBiEVS, and IARHjEVS; orIAR^VS,CHA- 
LlBiLVS, and IARALVS: which if we admit, the 
firft and laft of them are the very fame with one of 
thofe, that occur in the (9) feventh of Dr. Bernard’s 
Greek Palmyrene infcriptionsj and the other one very 
well known in the neighbourhood of Tadmor. The 
laft point is clearly evinced by the word CHALEB, 
CHALIB, CHALIBON, or CHALYBON, the 
name of a city at no great diftance from Tadmor, 
which has been mentioned by the (10) prophet 
Ezekiel, Ptolemy, and Strabo. 

y. That the language of this infcription is the 
fame, with that of the others copied by Mr. Dawkins, 
and confequently little different from the pure Syriac, 


(8) Boch. Phal. Lib. III. c. xiv. p. 220. Chan. Lib. I. c. xxii. 
p. 502. c. xliv. p. 765. & alib. pafs. 

(9) Edward. Bernard. Monument, PaJmyren. Infcript. vii. p. 4. 
Rotteraedami, 1716. 

(10) Ezek. xxvii. 18. Ptol. Geogr, Lib, v. c, 15. Strab. Geogr. 
Lib. xv. 


will 
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will at fir ft fight appear to every one, who has been, 
in the leaft conversant with that dialed. However, 
that it contains one or two flight variations from the 
pure Syriac, cannot well be denied ; fince the words' 
t5W Tn, for WD2 if rightly taken in Father 
Montfaucon’s copy, which I have followed here, 
may not improperly be confidered in the light of 
fuch variations. 

6. It appears from the matter of the infcription 
now before us, that IARASVS dedicated the monu¬ 
ment therein mentioned to AGLIBOLVS and MA- 
LACHBELVS, the two moft celebrated Palmyrene 
deities, in order to perform a vow he had made, when 
in great fear, and apprehenfive of fome imminent 
danger •, as likewife in order to avert both from him- 
felf, and his family, all future evils and dangers. The 
Palmyrene words therefore preferved on the ftone, 
that exhibits them, confirm what has been fuggefted 
by (i i) M. Spon (which is not clearly deducible from 
the Greek words anfwering to them) in relation to the 
end, or defign, of IARALVS’s dedication of the mo¬ 
nument pointed out to us by this infcription. 

7. With regard to Mr. Dawkins’S Palmyrene in- 
fcriptions, that indicate altars, or other votive monu¬ 
ments, to have been eredted either on account of de¬ 
liverances from fome impending dangers, in confe- 
quence of vows formerly made; or for the preferva- 
tion of the perfons therein mentioned from future 
evils; nothing uncommon or extraordinary appears 
in them. Such infcriptions as thefe were not only 


(n) Jacob. Spon. ubi fup. p. 2. 


feme 
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fometimes drawn out by the Palmyrenes, as is abun¬ 
dantly evident from the third of (12) Dr. Bernard’s 
Greek Palmyrene infcriptions, as well as that l am 
here confidering, and another publifhed by (13) M. 
Spon; but likewife extremely common both amongft 
the Greeks and Romans. In fupport of which 
aflertion a multitude of inftances might be produced, 
did it ftand in the lead need of them. But, as this 
is not the cafe, it will be fufficient to refer the cu¬ 
rious, for their farther fatisfa&ion in this particular, 
(14) to the authors cited here. 

8. As for the honorary infcriptions, fuch as are 
exhibited by fome of the Palmyrene marbles, in- 
fped;ed by Mr. Dawkins, they were ftill, if poffible, 
more common than the others, both amongft the 
Greeks, the Romans, and the Palmyrenes. So com¬ 
mon indeed, that whole volumes might be colle&ed 
of them. Nay, many might judge too prolix a bare 
enumeration of even the names of all thofe writers; 
though I ftiall take the liberty to mention (1 y) fome 
of them here, who have publifhed and attempted to 
explain them. 


(12) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren. Infcript. III. p. 2. 

(13) Jac. Spon. ubi fup. p. 3. 

(14) Gruter. & Reinef. pafs. Baudelot. De Util. Peregrin. inDiis 
Larib. Spon.. ubi fup. p. 4. Prid. Marm. Oxonienf p. 282, 287. 
Oxon. 1676. Raph. Fabret. pafs. Joan. Oliv. Rhodigin, in Marm. 
lfiac. Exercitat. C. iv. p. 23—33. &C. x. p. 70—82. Romas, 1719; 
Lud. Ant. Murator. in Nov. Thefaur. Vet. Infcript. Mediolani, 
1739, i74°» 1742. Marmor. Tautinenf Auguftae Taurinorum, 
» 7 + 3 »' I 747 * 

(15) Gruter. Reinef. Prid. Raph. Fabret. Edw. Bernard. Mo¬ 
nument. Palmyren. Seller’s Append, to the Antiquit, of Palmyr. Lud. 
Ant. Murator. ubi fup. Marmor. Taurinenf &c. 

9. Three 
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5jl Three Palmyrene names of Syrian deities occur 
in Mr. Dawkins’s infer ipti on s, and that I am. at pre* 
fent endeavouring to decipher; viz. IARIBOLVS, 
AGLIBOLVS, and MALACHBELVS of which 
the firft points out to us the Moon, and the other 
two, according to fome. very learned writers, the 
Sun. That the firft name was antientiy applied by 
the Syrians and Palmyrenes to the Deus Limns, or 
the Moon, is allowed on all hands j and has (17) 
been fo clearly demonftrated, that it does not ftand in 
need of any farther proof. And that AGLIBOLVS, 
or AGLIBQL, was in early times one of the Syrian 
names of the Sun, who was dignified by his adorers 
with the title of MALAC, or MALEC, KING, 
is, I conceive, plain from- hence, that the word 
(18) AGLIBAL, or AGLIBOL, apparently digni¬ 
fies THE ROVND LORD; which appellation 
could not fo properly and emphatically have been 
applied to any other pagan divinity, as the fun. The 
people of Tadmor wrote the lafb word in the com- 
polition of this name Baal, 72 , Bal, or Bel, 
and 712 , Bol, Bui, or Pul as may be inferred from 
fome of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene (19) inferiptions, 
in conjunction with that I am now confidering, 


(16) Jan. Grater. Corp . Infcript . ex Recenf. et Annotat. Joan. 
Georg. Graev. p. Ixxxvi. Amftelaedami, 1707. Joan. Selden. De 
Diis Syr . p. 226. Lipfiae, 1668. Bochart. Chan . Lib. II. c. viii. p. 
Si 1. Francofurti ad Mcenum, 1681. 

(17) Edw. Bernard. Schol ad Monument. Palmyren. p. 21. 
Tho. Smith. Annotate in Monument. Palmyren . p. 53. Rotterae- 
dami, 1716. Cl. Halleius in Aft. Philofopb . Anglican . Vol. xix. n. 
218. p. 171. 

(18J Bochart. ubi fup. 

(19) Dawk. Marm . Palmyren , Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9. 1 . 6. 
Infcript. Palmyren, iii. 1 . 5, 

which 
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which has been published both by Grater and M. 
Spon. I have taken no notice of the name IVPITER 
BEL VS, though it occurs in the feventh of Dr. Ber¬ 
nard’s Gre'ek Palmyrene infcriptions; becaufe that 
name, however the deity, to whom it appertained, 
might have been reverenced by them, did not pro¬ 
perly belong to the Palmyrenes. 

io. It has been remarked by (20) Mr. Seller, and 
may be collected from fome of the (21) Palmyrene 
infcriptions themfelves, that feveral of the moft emi¬ 
nent citizens of Tadmor had both Syriac and Ro¬ 
man names. To which I would beg leave to add, 
that fome of their affumed furnames feem to be de- 
ducible from the Greek language alfo; the words PHI- 
LINVS, SELEVCVS, &c. that occur in the fifth, 
lixth, Qfc. of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions, 
being apparently fuch furnames. And this is farther con¬ 
sumed by the Palmyrene words now before me, and 
the correfpondent Greek infcription j in the former 
of which the Palmyrene, whole memory has been 
perpetuated by the monument I am at prefent con- 
fidering, is called IARHiEVS, or iARiEVS, and in 
the latter, T. AVRELIVS HELIODORVS. But, 
for a more particular account of the different appella¬ 
tions of the Palmyrenes, I muft refer the curious to 
the writer (22) laft mentioned here. 


(20) Seller’s append, c. ii. p. 187, 188, 189, 190, &c. Lond. 
1705. 

(21} Dawk. Marm. Palmyren . Iiifcript. Palmyren. iv, g. viii, 
16. ix, 17. x, 19. &c. 

(22) Seller’s Crit. Obfervat* &c. 

5 A 


it. It 
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ii. It will at firft fight he allowed, that the forms 
of feveral of the letters, exhibited by the infcription 
I am attempting to illuftrate, are confiderably dif¬ 
ferent from thofe of the letters preferved by Mr. 
Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions; tho’ the forms 
of every particular element repeated in the firft of 
thefe monuments, at leaft if we may depend upon 
F. Montfaucons’s copy, nearly refemble one another. 
From whence I would infer, that the letters of M. 
Spon’s infcription were drawn at Rome, either by a 
perfon not fufficiently acquainted with the true forms 
of the Palmyrene letters ; or by a native of fome 
part of Syria, where an alphabet was ufed not ex¬ 
actly the fame with that of the Palmyrenes, The 
latter of which fuppofitions feems to me at prefent 
the more probable. I fliall therefore, in confequence 
of this opinion, take for granted, at leaft till I can 
meet with a more accurate copy of the Roman Pal¬ 
myrene infcription, that the alphabet, to which its 
elements belonged, was fomething different from that 
of the Palmyrenes; though I fhould not be fuprized, 
if hereafter, upon an infpedtion of that infcription, 
thofe two alphabets fhould appear to be intirely the 
fame. Nor will this feem altogether improbable, if it 
be confidered, that (23) one of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmy¬ 
rene infcriptions is only three years earlier, and (24) 
another of them not above feven years later, than the 
monument I have now in view. What is here ad¬ 
vanced will perhaps be thought not fo remote from. 

(23) Dawk. Marm> Palmyren . Infcript Palmyren, i, 8. 

^24) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren . Infcript. Palmyren. iy, 9* 

truth. 
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truth, if we admit, what has been fuggefted by two 
(25) very great men; viz. that this marble was 
brought to Rome from Tadmor by the emperor 
Aurelian himfelf, after he had pillaged the latter 
of thofe cities, and treated its inhabitants with un¬ 
common cruelty, according to one of his own let¬ 
ters, ftill extant in (26) Vopifcus. Which notion 
if we think fit to adopt, we mull likewife allow, 
that the two deities exhibited by this ftone were 
BAAL, BEL VS, or IVPITER, and the S VN ; thofe 
having been the deities, according to the authors who 
have efpoufed this notion, as well as (27) Zofimus, 
and not Herodian, as Dr. Hyde (28) aflerts, whofe 
images were carried from Tadmor to Rome by that 
emperor. 

After what has been obferved on this head, I (hall 
perhaps be excufed, if I lay before the Society the 
following alphabet, deduced from the Roman Pal¬ 
myrene infcription publilhed by Gruter and M. 
Spon. 


(25) SeWen. ubi fup. Tho. Hyd. Hijl. Rel. Vet . Perf. p. n6 # 
117. Oxon. 1700. 

(26) Flav. Vopifc. in Aurelian , 

(27) Zofim. Lib. i. 

(28) Hyd. ubi fup. 
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PALMYRENE Alphabet, according to the Infer ip tion 

published by Gruter and Spon. 


Palmyr. 

Hebr. Palmyr. 

Hebr. 

Alepb 

Lamed ^ ^ 3 


Bet/, 

^3 Mem, J1 /t 

ft 

Gimel 

^ Nun ^ -4 


Daledv ^ "1 

*1 Sajneoh- ^0 

to 

He ^rK^tX >i -H 

In Ajm \ 

P 

Van A-A 

') a jj; 

2) 

Z ain 

t Tzade ^ 


Hketfi JJ JP NdJ JJ 

Tl KoyJi 


Teth l 

» tn 


Jod <1 i) 

^ Schm w 

& 

Capk ^1 <3 -^1 

^ Thau V( Vi H 

P 


It may not be improper to obferve, that the forms 
of the Nun and the Ajin> in this alphabet, approach 
nearer the modern Syriac forms of thofe letters, if 
they do not intirely agree with them, than they do- 
thofe of the fame elements in the proper alphabet of 
the Palmyrenes. 


12. With 
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ia, With regard to the numeral characters, ftill 
vifible on the Roman marble, it may not be amifs to 
remark, that the laft of them feems to have been 
altered by time. It was probably at firft two fhort 
flrait lines, which exprefs the number Two in 
fome of (29) Mr.Dawkins’s Palmyrene inferiptions. 
If this ihould be admitted by the members of our 
molt learned Society, they will not be difpleafed to 
fee the following numeral table, deduced from the 
infeription I have been confidering, from Unity to 
a Thousand, not a little refembling that of the 
true and proper Palmyrenes. 


w /-*'■ 

PALMYRENE Numerals from One to a Thou l and , 
according to tieInfcriftionpubli/bd ^Grater. 


D T>4 

XL 

33 

XXE 

/3 

XI 


DC T>/4 

L 

->>3 

xxn 

I/O 

XII 


DCC 

LX 

)33 

xxm 

///3 

xm 

///^> 

DCCC t>///-V 

LXX 

*T>333 

XXIV 

////3 

XIV 

tin >> 

DCCCC Y> UH 4 

LXXX 

3333 

XXV 

43 ! 

XV 


DCCCCXX YW///4 

xc 

^3333 

XXVI 

/Ay 

XVI 

/-Tt> 

DCCCC XL yS>llll-A 

c 

y>/ 

XXVII 

//4 3 

XVII 

n 

dcccclx y>s>unA 

cc 

i> n 

XXVBI 

/// 4 3 

xvm 

tn xy> 

DC CCCLXXX XOY&tlll A 

ccc 

">/// 

XXTX III!A) 

XEX llll 4 "to* 

M ->■>/ 

cccc 

“>//// 

\ XXX 

T>3 

XX 

y 


I / 
tt // 

nr m 

iv m1 

v i 

VI / 4 
VH HA 
vm in a 

IX III/A 
X -> 


(29) Dawk. Marau Palmyrtn. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9. 
vii, 13. &c. 


V, II. 

This 
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This table, if the manner of numeral expref- 
I’lOn offered to the conlideration of the Society in 
the beginning of this letter be allowed, may be con¬ 
tinued ad infinitum . 

13. It is worthy obfervation, that the word VI1J3, 
HIS SONS, in the Roman Palmyrene infeription, de¬ 
noted lAJRTEVS’s whole family, and confequently in¬ 
cluded both the wife (as manifeftly appears from the 
Greek infeription anfwering to it) and the daughters 
(if he had any) of that Palmyrene. From whence 
we may conclude, that this word was pretty fre¬ 
quently ufed in fuch an extenfive fignification, about 
the middle of the third century after Christ, and 
probably much (30) earlier, at leaft in fome parts of 
the Eaft. 

As I have expatiated fo largely upon Gruter’s 
Palmyrene infeription, with which perhaps it may 
be thought I was not at firft fo immediately con¬ 
cerned, I am afraid you will efteem me too pro¬ 
lix. I (hall therefore only beg leave farther to obferve, 
that fufficient acknowlegments can never be made 
to Mr. Dawkins, for the honour he has done his 
country, and fervice to the republic of letters, in 
copying fo exadtly fuch a number of inferiptions, 
which were before intirely loft to the learned world j 
and to affure you that I am, with the higheft regard, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 


(30) Val. Schind. Lot. Pintagku p, 211. Hanoviae, 1612. 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, oa. xo, 1754. 

Read Nov. O T long after I had finifhed my 

*754- 1^1 conjectures upon the Palmyrene in¬ 

fcription publifhed by (1) Gruter and (2) M. Spon, 
I received a moft obliging letter from M. l’Abbe 
Barthelemy, member of the Royal Academy of In- 
fcriptions and Belles-Letters at Paris, and keeper of 
the medals in the French king’s cabinet; wherein he 
informed me, that he had taken great pains to ex¬ 
plain that infcription, and another drawn in the fame 
character, publilhed likewife by (3) M. Spon. As 
he feemed to think, that he had not intirely deci¬ 
phered thofe infcriptions, he recommended it to me 
to take them both into my confideration, and try 
what I could make of them. I received alfo, at the 
fame time, from that very learned and polite gentle¬ 
man, as a prefenfc, a copy of his reflections upon 
the alphabet and language of Palmyra $ which, efpe- 
cially as the piece itfelf is the refult of great fagacity 
and erudition, I efteem as an additional favour. 
M. l’Abbe Barthelemy acquainted me in his letter, 
that he had procured a moft faithful and exaCt copy 
of the fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, which 
enabled him to exprefs it by the fquare, or Chaldee, 


(1) Jan. Gruter. Carp. Infiript. ex Recenf. & Annotat. Joan. 
Georg. Grav. p. Ixxxvi. Amftelxdami, 1707. 

(2) Jac. Spon. Mifcellan . Erudit. Antiquit at. p. X. LugdunL 168 e. 

(3) Idem ibid. p. 3. 


letters 
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letters exhibited in his third plate. It may not be 
improper to obferve here, that we are obliged for 
the publication of this laft infeription to (4) F. 
Montfaucon, (5) Mr. Reland, and (6) Sig. Po- 
leni, a8 well as to M. Spon. 

In my anfwer of the 8th inft. to M. 1’Abba’s 
letter, dated at Paris, Sept. 5 th, which reached me 
here the 12 th of the fame month, I told him, that 
I had drawn out my conjectures upon the firft of the 
infcriptions he defired me to give fome attention to, 
before the arrival of his letter; but that I could not 
at prefent find time to attempt an explication of the 
other. Nor indeed ought I to think of undertaking 
fuch a talk, before I can procure an accurate copy 
of the infeription to be explained, which M. i’Abbe 
Barthelemy fays he is in poffeffion of; thofe to be 
met with in F. Montfaucon, Mr. Reland, Sig. Po- 
leni, and M. Spon, being fo inaccurately taken, 
that, with regard to the forms of the letters they 
exhibit, they cannot certainly be depended upon. 

If the fquare, or Chaldee, letters at the bottom of 
M. 1 ’ Abbe’s third plate do really anfwer to the Pal¬ 
myrene elements, they are intended to reprefent; the 
S VNhad the name,or furname,ofMALACHBELVS, 
MALACBELVS, or MALECBAL, that is to fay, 
KING BAAL, given him by the Palmyrenes. Which 


(4) Montfauc. L' Antiquit. Expltq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 392. pi. 
clxxix. 

(5) Hadrian. Reland. Palajl. Illu/lrat. Tom. ii. p. 526. Traje&i 
Batavorum, 1714. 

( 6 ) Joan, rolen. Utriufq . Thtfdur . Jntiquitat . Rmanar . & Gra¬ 
ter. Ncv. Supplement. Vol. quart* p. 411,654. Vcnetiis* 1737. 

it 


4 
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if we admit, the names, or furnames, of AGLIBOL, 
or AGLBBAL, and MALECBAL, may be confi- 
dered as two different titles, or furnames, of the SVN j 
or rather as two appellations pointing out to us two 
pagan divinities, with which the Palmyrenes were 
Supplied by the different appearances, or influences, 
of the Sun in fummer and winter. This notion has 
been countenanced (7) by Salmafius, and fome (8) 
other very learned men. However, I muft frankly 
own* that I cannot, to my in tire fatisfadion, yet trace 
out the elements M. l’Abbe has favoured us wi h, in 
any of the copies of this infcription, that has hither¬ 
to fallen under my infpettion. 

That IVPITER and the SVN were looked upon as 
the fame deity, and denominated BAAL, or BAAL 
SHEMESH, by the people of Abila, a town of Syria, 
at no very great diftance from the famous He iopolis, 
if not by the Palmyrenes; we may, I think, fairly 
infer from an infcription in the Palmyrene character, 
copied by (9) Signlore Pietfo delk Valle, (i o) at 
Teive, or Teibe, between two and three days (11) 
journey from Tadmor, in conjunction with a (12) 
Gxeek one publifhed by Dr.Bernard, that appears pon 
the fame ftone. The infcription in the Palmyrene cha- 


(7) Claud. Salmaf. ad Flav. Vopifc. in AurAi/m, 

(8) Jan. Gruter. ufei fup. Joan. Selden- De Diis Syr. Syntag. ii. 
p. 226. Lipfiae, 1668. Bochart. Chan. p. 811. Francofurti ad Mce. 
num, 1681. 

(9) Hadlr, Reland, ubi fup. p. 52$, 5afr. 

(id) Pbilofipk Tranjkfl. Vol. she. n. 217. p. 109. & n. a 18. 
p. 173. 

{it) Pfnhfoph. Trttttjtif. Vol. xfet. n. 217. p. 109. 

(at) Rdv. Bemad. Mmumatt. Paiajten* p, 2. Rotterasdaira, 
lyid. 

f B rafter. 
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rafter, as to the forms of fome of its letters, has 
either been a little inaccurately taken by Signiore 
Pietro della Valle himfclf 5 or a little inaccurately 
copied by Mr. MalTon, from that gentleman’s origi¬ 
nal papers. However, as the words AGATHA- 
GELVS, or AGATHANGELVS, ABILENVS, 
BAAL, and SHEMESH, therein plainly enough 
occur} I would, if fuch a liberty might be indulged 
me by the learned, willingly beftow the following 
Latin and Englifh verfions upon the infcription now 
in view. 


See "Plate xxx, Number 11. 

3DD OtifcaM ID VW 

my naroD 

BAAL SHEMESH (BELO SOLI vel DOMINO SOLI) 
DEO ABILENO DOMICILIVM (HABITATIONEM vel 
MANSIONEM) INCOLVMITATIS (vel SALVTIS) FE¬ 
CIT AGATHANGELVS. 

AGATHANGELVS PREPARED A PLACE OF SAFE¬ 
TY, or HEALTH, FOR BAAL SHEMESH, THE SVN, 
cr IVPITER THE THVNDERER, THE GOD OF 
THE ABILENES. 

That the infcription, according to this interpre¬ 
tation, fufficiently exprefies the fenfe of the Greek 
one anfwering to it, though in a very concife man¬ 
ner, will not, I believe, be denied j which may be 
confidered as a pretty ftrong prefumption, that my 
explication of it cannot be very remote from truth. 
But this will be ftill more evident from a clofer 

atten- 
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attention to the particular terms of 1 which it is 
compofed. The fignification of the two firft 
words jpot? BAAL SHEMESH, or DO¬ 

MINO SOLI, cannot well be miftaken. That 
the third word ID MAR,, may be tranflated into 
Latin either (13) DOMINO or DEO, will by every 
orientalift be eafily allowed. The fourth manifeftly 
appears to be ABILENVS, or in Latin by 

appofition AB 1 LEN O} though the fecond, fourth, 
and fifth, of its letters have been fomething altered 
and effaced. The fifth 2 D 0 may be looked upon as 
the fame with 31 PTQ, or atS'D, (14) DOMICILIVM, 
HABITATIONEM, MANSIONEM, &c. the Sy¬ 
rians (iy) fometimes fuppreffing Vau, and ufing 
Samech for Sc bin. The fixth IKfDD, or (id) IIHaO. 
anfwers to the Latin INCOLVMITATIS, SALV- 
TIS, &c. The feventh HOffy apparently denotes (17) 
FECIT, PERFECIT, ABSOLVIT, &c. the Sy¬ 
rians not feldom converting the Hebrew He in (18) 
verbs of this kind into Alepb. And the eighth, if 


(13) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptaglot. p. 2128. Val. Schind. Lex. 
Ptntaglot. p. 1034* 1035. 

(14) Edm. Call. ubi fup. p. 1648. Val. Schind. ubi fup. p. 814, 
815. 

(15) See the firft Roman Palmyrene infcription, as above ex¬ 
plained. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1826, & alib. 

(16) Vid. Targ. & Verf. Syriac, in Prov. ii. 7. & Caftel. ubi 
fup. p. 2450. 

(17) Caftel. ubi fup. p. 2928, 2929. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1399, 
1400. 

(18) Joh.Buxtorf. The/aur. Gram. Heir. p. 251, 252. Bafileas, 
1663. Buxtorf. Gram. Chald. et Syriac, p. 161. Bafilcs, 1615. 
Schind. ubi fup. p. 3x3, 314, 315, &c. 
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an allowance be made for a ftnall alteration in the 
fecond and lixth letters, will be AGA- 

THAGELVS, AG AT HAGGEL VS, or, as the 
Greeks pronounced, and the Romans wrote it, AGA- 
THANGELVS j the Greek Nu being (ip) fome- 
times omitted in eaftern words, and fometimes Ap¬ 
plying the (20) place of Dagefch Forte. Whence 
we may conclude, that the Ahilenes, who were 
neighbours to the Heliopolitans, if not the people of 
Tadmor, took the Greek ZET 2 KEPATNI 02 , 
the Roman IVPITER FVLGVRATOR, or IV- 
PITER THE THVNDERER, and BAAL 
SHEME8H, or the SVN, for the fame deity ; and 
confequently that whether we look upon the words 
AGLIBOLVS and MALACHBELVS as pointing 
out to us IVPITER, or BEL VS, and the SVN, (21) 
as fome imagine, or only the latter of thofe deities, as 
others (22) will have it, we cannot greatly err. 
From the inicription now before us we may likewife 
collect, that fome of the Syrians, inhabiting diftri&s 
not in the neighbourhood of Tadmor, made ufe of 
the very fame letters, or alphabet, about the year 
of our Lord i 34, which then prevailed amongft the 
Palmyrenes. 

What has been here advanced, in relation to the 
identity of the Greek ZETX, the Roman IVPITER, 
and BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, is perfectly 
confonant to the fentiments of Macrobius on this 


(19) Bochart. Chart, p. 833. 

(20) Idem ibid. & p. 534. 

(21) Zofim. Lib. i. Tho. Hyd. Hijt. Rel.vrt.Perf. p. 117. 

(22) Jan. Gruter. & Joan. Selden. ubi fup. Sam. Bochart. ubi 
fup. p. Six. 

head; 


4 
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head} who exprefly (23) affirms* that the Greek 
2 /ETS, the Roman IVPITER, the principal god 
of the Heliopolitans, and therefore undoubtedly 
that of their neighbours the Abilenes, were the 
very fame deity with the SVN. Nee ipfe Jupiter, 
fays that writer, rex deorum, Solis naturam videtur 
excedere j fed eurndem ejfe Jovem ac Solem claris 
docetur indiciis. In fupport of which affection 
he cites Homer, Plato, Cornificius, Pofidonius, 
and Cleanthes; who, according to him, abfolutely 
evince fuch a notion. The Afiyrians alfo, or Syri¬ 
ans, if we will believe (24) him, allowed the IV¬ 
PITER of the Heliopolitans, and therefore in all like¬ 
lihood the IVPITER of their neighbours the Abilenes, 
to have been BAAL SHEMESH, or the S VN. Af- 
fyrti quoque , adds he, Solem fub nomine Jovis (i. e. 
BAAL, BAALIS, vel BELI), quern Dia Heliopo- 
1,1 ten cognominant , maximis caremoniis celebrant in 
civitate, qua Heliopolis nnncupatur . Nay, which is 
diredlly in point, from the fame author it very clearly 
(25) appears, that IVPITER HELIOPOLITES was 
not only BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, but like- 
wife, in conformity to our infcriptions, the ZBYX 
KEPATNI 02 , or IVPITER THE THVN- 
DERER, of the Greeks. Hunc vero, continues 
he, eurndem Jovem Solemque ejfe cum ex ipfo facro - 
rum ritu , turn ex habittt dimfcitur . Simulacrum 
enim aureum fpecie imberbi in flat dextra elevata 


(23) Macrob. Saturn. Lib. I. c. xsaii. p. 2l£—2t7. Lond. 
1694. 

(24) Idem ibid. 

(25) Idem ibid. 


GUM 
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cvm flagro in avriga MopvM 5 lava tenet 
f vlmen et /picas, qua cunSla Jovis Solifque con- 
fociatam potentiam monftrant. Sanchoniatho, Philo 
Byblius, Servius, Herodian, Julius Capitolinus, and 
others, in efFedt likewife afiert the (26) fame thing. 
And that the Sun was antiently worshiped in thofe 
parts of Syria, bordering upon Palaeftine, under the 
name of Shemejh, or Baal Shemejh , is fufficiently 
implied by the local names Beth Shemejh, the temple 
of Shemejh , or the Sunj Ir Shemejh, the city of She - 
mejh , or the Sunj Har Shemejh, the mountain of 
Shemejh , or the Sun, &c. which (27) not feldom occur 
in Scripture. It has been remarked by Salmafius (28), 
that feveral nations and cities of the Eaft paid divine 
honours to the Sun under different appellations, 
each of them having one or more peculiar to itfelf. 
The people of Tadmor gave him the furnames of 
Aglibolus, and Malachbelus , as has been already ob- 
fervedj the citizens of Emefa, or Hems, called him 
Alagabalus, Elagabalus , or Heliogabalus ; the Perfians 
denominated him Miher , otMihr, which was convert¬ 
ed into Mithra by the Greeks j the Babylonians digni¬ 
fied him with the title of Baal, or Bel, importing 
Lord } and the Abilenes, according to the infcription 
I have been endeavouring to decipher, Baal Shemejh . 
With regard to the nature of the manfion, cham¬ 
ber, or apartment, ere&ed and fitted up by AG A- 
THANGELVS for BAAL SHEMESH, the SVN, 


(26J Bochart. ubi fup. p. 736, 737. 

(27) Matth. Hiller. Otamajl . Sacr. p. 771,772. Tubings, 1706. 

(28) Claud. Salmaf, ubi lup. 

or 
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of IVPITER THE THVNDERER, I mull refer 
the curious to what has been faid by (29) Mr. Seller, 
and the authors cited by him, on this head j as I can¬ 
not, confiftently with the brevity here proposed, at pre- 
fent expatiate farther upon it. To what has been ad¬ 
vanced, in order to illuftrate this infcription, which 
has never hitherto been explained, feveral other par¬ 
ticulars, perhaps not altogether unworthy the atten¬ 
tion of the learned, might have been added, were it 
not for the reafon juft hinted at. For as I may pro¬ 
bably be thought to have treated the point before me 
in too copious, or rather prolix, a manner j it might 
be deemed improper to offer any farther obfervations 
at this time relative to it. I ftiall therefore only 
intreat you to believe me to be, with ,the greateft 
refped and efteem, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

John Swinton. 

(29) Sel. ubi flip. p. 364—369. 


ERRATA. 

P. 724.1. 13,14. read— jtYfr and 

P. 726. 1 . 3. immediately after the parentheiis, read—unlefs we fup- 
pofe it to have been originally * 0 , 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford) Ofl. 21,1754* 

Read Nov. 14, T N my laft letter I intimated to you, 
* 754 - i that I had no intention to offer any 
conjectures, at lead for the prefent, upon the fecond 
Roman Palmyrene infeription, publifhed by F. Mont- 
faucon, Mr. Reland, Sig. Poleni, and M. Spon, 
for the reafbn therein affigned. But having nnce 
been prompted by my curiofity to compare Mr. Re¬ 
land’s copy of it, by the affiftance of the two Pal¬ 
myrene alphabets I imagine myfelf to have difeo- 
vered, with the Chaldee letters, that appear at the 
bottom of M. l’Abbe Barthelemy’s third plate; I 
find that the latter may be fuppofed tolerably well to 
reprefent the former, and from thence am induced 
to conclude, that M. 1 ’Abbe’s copy of the fame in¬ 
feription mu ft have been pretty accurately taken. 
This has excited me to attempt, with all the atten¬ 
tion I am capable of, an explication of that in¬ 
feription ; the refult of which I now do myfelf the 
honour to fend you, drawn up in the fhorteft, and 
moft concife, manner poffible. 

The infeription then, after the introduction of an 
emendation in the fecond line, and of two addi¬ 
tional letters in the third, which I would recom¬ 
mend to the confideration of the learned, may 
perhaps be pretty eaiily exhibited in the Chaldee 
character, and demonftrated to exprefs the fenfe ot 
the Latin infeription) with which it is fuppofed to 
correfpond. 


The 
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The fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, pub- 
lilhed by Mr. Reland, from a copy taken of it by 
Mr.Maffon, in his Paloft Jllujirat, Tom. ii. p. fz 6 , 
Traje&i Batavorum, 1714. 


See Plate xxx, Number in. 

'tbtb 1 bsJxh m 
H'lbo onbD onaa aip 
mbvr \wtrbtiib wvhrn 

ARAM HANC MALACHBELO ET DIIS TADMOR 
OBTVLIT (vel DEDICAVIT) TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS 
CALBIENSES ET TADMORIENSES (vel PALMYRENI) 
DIIS SVIS VOTVM SOLVERVNT. 

TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS DEDICATED THIS ALTAR 
TO MALACHBELVS AND THE GODS OF TADMOR: 
THE CALBITES AND THE TADMORITES (or PAL¬ 
MYRENES) HAVE PERFORMED THE VOW THEY 
MADE TO THEIR GODS. 

The terms, which form this infcription, are fo clear 
and intelligible, that it would be fuperfluous to ex¬ 
patiate upon them. My converfion of M. l’Abbe 
Barthelemy’s dubious Samech and Jod, the powers of 
which he fcems not abfolutely to have afcertained, 
into Jod and Aleph, in the word N' 373 , at the end 
of the fecone line, is fufficiently juftified, and even 
rendered inconteftable, by the word that 

immediat ely follows, and the correfpondent Latin 

5 C infcription. 
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infcription. That part of the feventh letter in 
has been connected with the preceding 
element, and the other part defaced by the injuries 
of time, at firfi: fight feems clearly enough to ap¬ 
pear j though, had this not been the cafe, we may 
eafily conceive, from what has been already obferved, 
that the Palmyrenes fometimes in the affix pD might 
have omitted the letter (i) Van. The pronoun (2) 
m or (3) (not HT. (4) which is undoubtedly He¬ 
brew)^ and the words fcjnDTfl) N' 3^3 3 “>p Hfiby 
J(D.*TTWb are all of them of the pure Syriac form. 
As for EHtO 0*m TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, feve- 
ral fimilar inftances of fuch Roman proper names, 
written in the Palmyrene character, have already (5) 
been produced. 

That the laft word was originally W. SOLVE- 
RVNT, or rather VOTVM SOLVERVNT, HAVE 
PERFORMED THE VOW, as I have taken the 
liberty to tranflate it here, is clearly evinced by the 
latter part of the Latin infcription j with which this 
tranflation fo es&dtly correfponds. The term Ifcbp’, 
as confined to the fignification now affigned it, is 
apparently (6) Syriac j and occurs both in the (7) 
Old and New Teftament. Hence we may conclude, 
that TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, by the dedication of 
this altar, enabled feveral of the CALBITES and 
TADMORITES, who adted under his command, ta 

(1) See my ’ThirdLetter , p. 734.1. 5. 

f 2) Edm. Caftel. Lex Heptaglot. p. 631, 632. Lond. 1660. 

(3) Idem. ibid. 

(4) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaglot. p. 467. Hanovise, 1612. Caftel. 
wbi fup. p. 1019. 

! 5) See my Firjl and Second Letters. 

6) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptaglot . p. 3766. 

0) Psal, xxii. 25. Matth. v. 33. 


perform 
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perform or accomplilh a vow they had made; and that 
he conducted ibme important enterprize, which had 
occafioned that vow, with great fuccefs. Whether the 
principal figure on that fide of the ftone, which exhi¬ 
bits the Palmyrene infcription, was intended to repre- 
fent the SVN (8), as F. Montfaucon and others have 
aflerted; or TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS himfelf, as 
fome perhaps may fuppofe not lefs probable j I {hall 
not pretend to decide: but that the inference here de¬ 
duced from the term, which I have now been confi- 
dering, can by no means be deemed unjuft, will, I 
flatter myfelf, by the learned be very readily allowed. 

Who the CALBITES mentioned in this infcrip¬ 
tion were, we cannot fo ealily learn from any of the 
Greek or Latin authors. However, I make not the 
leaft doubt, but they muft have belonged to the 
Calbites taken notice of by (<?) Abulfeda, the cele¬ 
brated Arabian hiftorian 5 who, according to that 
writer, were a tribe of Arabs that acknowledged 
for their great progenitor Calb Ebn Wabra, de- 
fcended in a right line from Hamyar, the ion of 
Saba, the fifth of the antient kings of Yaman. This 
tribe, in the times of ignorance (10), that is to fay, 
before the introduction of Iflamifm into Arabia, oc¬ 
cupied Dawmat A 1 Jandal, Tabuc, and feveral other 
places upon the confines of Syria. From whence, in 
conjunction with the infcription now before me, which 
perhaps was brought to Rome from Tadmor by 
the emperor Aurelian himfelf, we may infer, that 


(8) Montfauc. UAntiq. Expliq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391, 392. 

(9) Ifm. Abulfed. in cap. De Arab, pur. Poc. Not, in Spec. Hijl. 
Arab. p. 40,41. Oxon. 1650. 

(10) A 1 Kadi Saed Ebn Ahmed Andalofen. apad Greg. Abul 
Faraj. in Hiji. Dynaji. p. 159. Oxon. 1663. 

5 C 2 the 
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the Calbites, before the birth of Mohammed, 
probably extended themfelves from Dawmat AI 
Jandal and Tabuc to the borders of Palmyrene, and 
were- even poffefled of fome diftridts in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Tadmor. According to the correfpond- 
ent (11) Latin infcription, the TADMORITES, 
or PALMYRENES, as well as the (12) CAL¬ 
BITES, mentioned here to have exprefled fuch a re¬ 
gard for their local or tutelary deities, mull have been 
foldiers belonging to the third cohort of one of the 
Roman legions, then quartered either at Tadmor, or 
fome other place in the territories of the Palmyrenes. 
But who TIBERI VS CLAVDIVS was, what com¬ 
mand he had affigned him in the Roman forces, or 
even at what time precifely he lived, for want of 
fufficient light from antient hillory, I cannot at pre¬ 
fen t take upon me to determine. 

Thus, Sir, you have my thoughts upon the fecond 
Roman Palmyrene infcription, the only one of thofe 
hitherto publilhed, which I have not already touched 
upon, laid before you with all poflible brevity. For 
the reft, I remain, with the higheft refpedt and 
efteem, SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 


(11) Jacob. Spon. Mifcellan. Erudit . Antiquitat. p. 3. Lugduni, 
1685. 

(12) It appears from Eutychius, that the Calbites acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the emperor Heraclius, and that even part of a 
body of troops, alfembled by that prince to oppofe the Mollem 
forces, was drawn out of their tribe, in the Khalifat of Abu Beer. 
Eutych. Annul. Tom, ii, p, 270—273, Oxon. 1656. 
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